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OLE 1 FN 
-  HARRIET, to SAPHIRA. 
nies 20825 Myrtle-Hall. 
EH O U receive this, my dear 
wo N Saphira, as a proof of my 
f K punctuality.— I arrived here 
on Tueſday, after a moſt agreeable jour- 
ney. The roads, over which we paſſed, 
afforded, from each ſide, the moſt pleaſing 
Vox. I. 3 proſpect 
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= proſpect imaginable of a fine open coun- 
try. The verdure of the trees, and Par- 
ty coloured meadows, were delightful to 
the view: I hardly knew where to fix 
my eyes, in ſuch an orderly confuſion of 
charming objects. | 


Upon my arrival at this hoſpitable 
manſion, I was met by my aunt, who 
received me with the affection of a friend, 
and the tenderneſs of a parent. She ap- 
pears to be a moſt agreeable woman: 
her age about fifty. Her perſon is tall 
and well ſhaped. Her face (tho' ſome- 
what impaired by the deſtroyer Time) is 
yet, in my opinion, handſome. She 
has exceeding fine eyes, which ſtill. re- 
tain their ſparkling beauties. By her 
| . Ad- 


> - - 
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addref it is ſufficiently apparent that ſhe 


is no ſtranger to the vous world, tho? 
at ſuch a diſtance from! 1 


Tou will, no doubt, expect me to 
give you ſome account of this place, 
in which 1 propoſe to reſide. Indeed, 
my dear girl, your Harriet's pen is 
unequal to the taſk; for it is a perfect 
paradiſe of ſweets. A delightful avenue, 
on each ſide of which are rows of ſhady 
elms, whoſe towering branches mingle 
with each other, and are a habitation to 
a ſet of little warblers, whoſe tuneful | 
throats afford a moſt charming melody, 
leads to a noble houſe, ſituated on 2 
riſing ground, and from every ſide of 


it the eye is raviſhed with a crowd of 


B 2 different 
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different beauties. Adjoining to a very 
large garden is an extenſive grove, in 
the middle of which i is a caſcade, cloſe 
to that, a ſmall arbour, compoſed of 
myrtle, Jaſmine, and woodbines. The 
hand of nature ſeems only to have been 
employed i in decorating this lovely place: 
every thing, indeed, appears in the moſt 
enchanting, wild diſorder, and far ſur- 
paſſes any ornament that art could have 
invented. A mazy walk, whoſe intri- 
cate path adds ſweet variety, brings you 
to. a fine park well ſtocked with deer, 
at the end of that is a ſummer houſe 
commanding a view of the road, on 
which there are continually carriages 
paſling. In, hort, my dear Saphira, I 
never il, now 7 beheld ſuch a beauteous 
ſcene 
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feene as is here diſplayed. My natural 
fondneſs for a rural life will encreaſe, 
and 1 think I ſhall never have a wiſh. to- 
viſit again the metropolis. 


About a mile from us is a very gen 
| reel neighbourhood. Several families of 
diſtinction reſort there at this time of the 
"== and never fail paying their reſpects 
to my aunt. We were viſited yeſterday 
by three ladies ; and, were I poſſeſſed of 
ſome ſhare of my lovely friend's viva- 
city and cleverneſs, I would not fear at- 
tempting a ſketch of their different cha- 
raters; but, as it is, I own 1 cannot 
help avowing my timidity, conſcious 
as I am of my incapability: | how- 
ever, as I know your good-nature will 


i: of over- 
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overlook every imperfection in your 
friend, I will even venture. 


Lady Raymond, her daughter, and 
Miſs Georgina Melville, compoſed the 
trio. We were to have, been honoured. 
with Sir Charles's company; but he, 
unluckily, was engaged. Unluckily, 
I fay, becauſe I hear* he is eſteemed 
a very ſenſible, well-bred young gentle- 
man; therefore, I think we loſt a 
pleaſure. I like much the conver- 
ſation of a man whoſe underſtanding is 
not tinged with modern fopperies. I 
often wonder at the greater part of our 
ſex, who liſten with attention to the 
unmeaning flattery of a fantaſtical cox- 
comb, who, while paying them compli- 

ments, 
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ments, admires himſelf alone; and if a 
plain ſenſible man attempts converſing 
with him, he flies with, O! the ſtupid 
« wretch! what grave horrid ſtuff! It 
puts one in the vapours.” And then 
reſumes the idle chat before mentioned. 
What a pity it is that women ſhould ſo 
miſlead themſelves! when a moment's 
reflection would But forget - ex- 
cuſe this digreſſion, I will now return to 
our viſitors. 


Lady Raymond is a widow about 
forty, an agreeable woman, and very 
ſenſible: I like her much. Miſs 
Raymond, her daughter, is indeed an 
original; I don't think England can 
produce ſuch another. | She is about 

B 4 eighteen, 
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eighteen, her perſon not tall, her face 


naturally tolerable, but every feature is 


diſtorted with affectation: violently in 
love with her own ſweet perſon, which 
| the fancies the mirror of perfection, and 


well perſuaded of her being miſtreſs of 


i every thing requiſite to make an accom- 
pliſhed woman.—Her couſin Georgina 
is about the ſame age, but her direct 

contraſt. She is truly amiable : Her 
1 perſon exceedingly genteel, and, though 


not a beauty, is perfectly pleaſing. Her 


_ converſation is the reverſe of that of 
her couſin's, as ſhe never fails to preju- : 
dice every one in her favour who hears 
her talk Indeed it is impoſſible to avoid 


admiring her, A viſible melancholy 


overſpreads her countenance, which ſhe 


endea- 
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endeavours, but in vain, to conceal. 
I diſcovered, while converſing with her, 


that frequent ſighs interrupted her diſ- 


courſe. She appeared to be particularly: 


attentive to me, and indeed I was much 
pleaſed at it; for I feel a. riſing friend- 


ſhip for her, which Þ hope will be. im- 
proved. I begged her to viſit me fre- 


quently, which requeſt ſhe has promiſed. 
to comply with; and I make no doubt 
but we ſhall be pleaſing companions, as: 
our diſpoſitions ſeem to agree. . 


Miſs Raymond teazed me with ſo much 
fooliſh chat, that I could by no means 


reliſh it. She wondered ſuch a lovely: 


creature could bear the thought of -leav= 


ing the bewitching charms of the town, 


B 5 ee 
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and retire amidſt a ſet of clowns, for 
that the country people were no better, 
I anſwered her, that I found charms only 
in the country, and that I was perſuaded, 


| London could afford nothing but buſtle 


and hurry. She exclaimed at my horrid | 
taſte, then ſimpered at her vivacity, as 
ſhe called it. Singing was propoſed. 
She was the firſt fixed upon for that 
purpoſe. I afked her to {ing 2 much 
admired air of Mrs Weichſell's. She 
gave a ſhriek, and wondered I could 
think her ſo unpolite as to ſing Engliſh. 
I gazed with aſtoniſhment at the ridi- 
culous fimpleton, but made no reply; 
the then (after a dozen times coughing, 
and complaining of a violent hoarſeneſs) 
began an Italian air, which ſhe ſung 
1 | moſt 
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moſt wretchedly, and heartily glad was 


I when the croaking was finiſhed. At 
my-aunt's requeſt I touched the harp- 
fichord, and ſung two or three ſongs. 
After tea we walked ſome time in the 
garden, and then our gueſts left us, but. 


not *till we promiſed. to return the viſit 


to-morrow.. My aunt.informed me that 
Georgina has been in the country but 


a ſhort time, and that ſhe came for the 


recovery of her health by the benefit 
of the air; for tis thought ſhe is in. 
a conſumption. I hope it is not fo, as I. 
promiſed myſelf, much pleaſure in her 
company | by 


Are you not tired, my dear Saphira, 
with reading this long epiſtle? I will. 
B6 treſpaſs. 
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treſpaſs no longer on your patience than 
to deſire you will write to me often, and 
ten me. what i is going forward in won. | 
many ne new 8 you a get, | Tell me 
ak this, and as much more as you 
pleaſe ; 47 and yau will e 
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- SapHIRa to HLARRIET.: 


FT\Hanks to my dear Harriet for 
her letter, which is juſt delivered 
to me; and though I am in violent haſte 
to dreſs for Ranelagh, I have taken my 
pen to anſwer it. Am T not wonder- 
fully good? But, Harriet, why, ſurely, 
my dear girl, your ſenſes are intoxicated 
with this paradiſe of ſweets, as you call 
it: Tou will ſoon begin to fancy your- 
ſelf in Arcadia, and imagine you are the 
princeſs of it.—An Arcadian princeſs! 
Charming ſound ! Is it not? :Your de- 
ſcription is quite inviting: one would 
almoſt wiſh to paſs: a month or two 
- 21 4 with 
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with you, by way of trial; but 5 


what a ſacrifice T ſhould make! That 


dar Elyſian Ranelagh, and that charm- 


ing paradiſe Vauxhall, muſt be left. 
Who can bear ſuch a thought? And 
then you have no pretty fellows to help 


Kill the tedious hours; they muſt be 
| yawned away in the company of an old, 
prim, maiden aunt, and ſometimes that 

of a neighbouring awkward Miſs or 


two. — Oh, horrid ! But, to be ſe- 
rious. Is that poſſible? Why, yes, 


my pretty ſermonizing friend, it is.— 
Now for it.—Oh, but firſt 1 muſt tell 
you of a conqueſt I made laſt night at 

a card aſſembly. A lord, Harriet 


And ſuch a lovely creature! I am abſo- 
burely dying f for him. Such eyes! ſuch 
teeth! 
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teeth ! and ſuch a charming form! A 
| park Adonis, on my won 


You know I hate cards, and ſeldom 
play; I however ſeated myſelf at. the 
fide of my ſiſter to obſerve her. Lord 
Courtly was walking about, and at laſt 


came to our table (my mother, Dieu 5 


merci, was at the other end of the 
room) and ſeeing me idle, he attacked 
me with ſome witty raillery, which I re- 
torted. A converſation enſued, and we 
became quite ſociable. His - diſcourſe 
was infinitely pleaſing, all the airs of a 
polite man of faſhion. Oh! how I 
was envied by the reſt of the females, 
who were ready to burſt with rage at 
ſeeing me taken ſuch notice of, and 
they 
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* 


they neglected! I enjoyed it. rr 


woman, you know. © He intreated me, 


? as I hinted fears of my mother, to per- 
mit his viſits ſecretly. I would have an- 

ſwered, Yes, but fear of her diſpleaſure, 
© ſhould ſhe diſcover them, prevented me. 
_ How provoking 1 As if a girl of eigh- 
teen could not diſtinguiſn proper ac- 


quaintance without the advice of her 


mother. By neceſſity, therefore, not 
inelination, I was conſtrained to ſay, No. 


He was wretched at hearing the fatal 5 
monoſyllable. Natural enough, you 
know; as he was ſo deeply ſmitten. 
Sophia obſerved-us, and whiſpered me 


to beware of my mother, who was juſt 
. fiſing to come to us. I told Lord 
| Courtly that we muſt * He caſt 


his 
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his lovely eyes on mine, took my hand, 
preſſed it, and ſwore he lived but in my 
preſence, nor knew he how- he ſhould 
ſupport my abſence, I had not time to 
make any reply but with my eyes, 


| whoſe. language, I dare ſay, he under- 


me, and we drove home. I am going 


to-night to Ranelagh, © not without 


hopes of ſeeing my amiable lover: if 


we meet, he will ſurely find an opportu- 


nity to ſpeak to me— that don't admit 


of a doubt. I dare ſay he is apt enough 


at invention when a lady is in the caſe. 
Sophy is at my elbow; ſhe deſires 
her love to Harriet, and will make me 


ſay, I deſerve to be ſcolded ; but 1 am I 


ſure 
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ſure my dear girl won't chide.— I am 
ſummoned to my toilet. Adieu, for 


the preſent, 


Saturday morning, 1 o'clock. 

1 Juſt returned from Ranelagh, dear 

if Harriet! and having diſmiſſed my at- 

ff - tendant, I reſume the pen tq tell you 

tl '. how propitious fortune has been to my 

[it wiſhes. Our party conſiſted of Sophia, 

q her lover, Miſs Eſſex, and my ladyſhip. | > 

Wo had taken a turn in the gardens, and 

were juſt entering the room, when, to 

my great joy, 1 eſpied Lord Courtly. 

But how happy was I when Mr. Frank- 

land faid he knew him, and accoſted 

him familiarly ! He ſaluted me reſpect- 

fully, and aſked permiſſion to join us. 
RS. You 
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. You may be ſure I readily aſſented with 
the reſt of the company. He placed 
himſelf at my ſide, and began again the 
agreeable chit chat that had ſo engaged 
me the preceding evening. Oh! Har- 
riet, indeed he is more and more pleaſ- 
ing. Our time was ſpent moſt plea- 
ſently, the hours flew ſwift, every thing 
conſpiring to make them appear ſhort. 
A party for Vauxhall was propoſed, and 
accepted; ſo that we have a plan to paſs 
a few more hours together, and I have 
_ contrived a fecret method to receive his 
letters. Sophia, with a ſignificant look, 
aſked me if Lord Courtly is not a pleaſing 
companion. © Nothing extraordinary,” . 
faid I, but well enough to flirt with, 
« . he is a handſome fellow, and 
5 66 one 
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one loves to create envy among the fe- 


"0 males.“ It ſeems he has the character 
of being a great rake, ſo that we muſt 
not have him introduced at home, for 
fear of conſequences. He handed us 
into the Gals: and rf we * 


abs give a roll character of Mifs 


Raymond; I ſhould like to ſee the genius. 
: —And fo her couſin is melancholy'?— 
Poor thing! In love, I ſuppoſe —O! 
that little Fant, Cupid, what havock 
does he make with moſt of our Sex !— 
As you two are to become friends, I ima- 
gine ſhe will not heſitate to communi- 


cate the cauſe of her dejection; and as 
we two are friends, I hope you will tell 
it me, and be aſſured it will reſt ſecure 


im ; 
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in my breaſt; for I have no other female 
to whom I ſhould think it worth my 


while to impart it. 


I long alſo to hear your account of 
Sir Charles. But tell me, Harriet, have 
you no pretty fellows i 1n your remote part 
of the globe? Why, you are poſitively 
buried alive, child. Prithee tell me 
that you have made a conqueſt. —0, a 
thought has juſt ſtruck me you go to 
church, to be ſure, and there you will cer- 
tainly meet all the country beaus; ſend me 
word if there are any among them tole- 
rable, and whether they will be worth the 
pains of poliſhing. Write ſoon, and be- 
lieve me affectionately your friend, 


SAPHIRA an 
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LETTER m. 
Harker to SAPHIRA. 


Dear Saphira, 
Think my laſt informed you of 'n an in- 


tended viſit to Raymond-hall. Agree- 
able to promiſe, my aunt and I went 


yeſterday to dine. We found the ladies 


ready to receive us, and expreſſed much 
pleaſure at our approach. The uſual 
bern over, Miſs Raymond told 

I ſhould ſoon ſee her brother, | 


| ph curioſity was greatly excited at the 


deſcription ſhe had * of me. And 
&« do aſſure you,” added ſhe, ©& you 
e muſt keep a great guard on your 


i heart; for my brother is poſſeſſed of 


CC many 
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esc many accompliſhments.” I aſſured 
| her of there being no danger of loſing 
it, even though I ſhould find him more 
| amiable than report proclaimed him. 
I was ſoon freed from her nonſenſe, by 
the truly agreeable Georgina, who aſ- 
ſured me of her being happy to ſee me 
and that nothing would conduce more 
to her ſatisfaction, than if I would per- 
mit her to rank among the number of 
my particular friends. The offer ap- 
peared too advantageous, as well as 
| pleaſing, to be rejected: I therefore ac- 
cepted it with tranſport; and we have | 
mutually agreed to form a ſincere friend- 
ſhip. Ah! Saphira, what a pleaſing 
word! How much is it talked of, how 
little underſtood! How few there are 

: capa- 


24 Tux EXPLANATION. - 


capable of a ſincere, diſintereſted friend- 
ſhip! The world in general miſtake the 
name. Surely, if it was conſidered as 
ſacred as it really is, it would not be ſo 


often abuſed. A real friend is a real 


treaſure; but, like moſt treaſures, not 
eaſily found. We often meet with thoſe 


who give themſelves the name; but 


when once they are put to the trial, 
they forfeit it. A real friend, Saphira, 


heſitates at nothing to give undoubted 


proof of being ſo, will accompany you 


in every diſmal moment of diſtreſs, and 


generouſly ſhare your grief. How much 
is ſuch a one to be priaed i 


. Georgina has promiſed to entruſt me 
with the cauſe of her melancholy, and 
in 
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n her turn, has inſiſted, I ſhall make 
her acquainted with my little ſecrets. 
Indeed ſhe merits all my confidence. 
Excepting my dear Saphira, I do not 
know ſo amiable a girl. We were in 
the garden *till near the time to dine, 
when Miſs Raymond, who had juſt 
finiſhed the toilet's important taſk, came 
running to inform us of her brother's 
arrival. We bent our courſe imme- 
diately towards the houſe, and were met 
(at the entrance of a large and elegant 
room that fronts the garden) by Sir 
Charles. His ſiſter introduced me to 
him, and we joined the reſt of the com- 
pany. At dinner the converſation turn- 
ed on various ſubjects, when Sir Charles 
diſplayed a fund of good ſenſe. His 

Vol.. 1. ä remarks 
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* 


remarks were judicious, his manner po- 
lite, and his ſentiments truly noble. 
The defeription 1 have heard of him 
improved upon being in his company. 
He diſcovered a liberal education with- 
out being the leaſt pedantic. His ad- 
dreſs is eaſy and free. He is quite the 
man of faſhion without being the fop, 
a fault too commonly an attendant on 
that character. He has a great ſhare 
of | vivacity, which he keeps in Proper 
bounds. An honeſt heart ſeems to 
dictate all he utters, which join'd to 
the gracefulneſs of his perſon (for he 
is reall7 handſome) at once inſpire 
ſentiments of reſpect and admiration. 
Me paſſed a very agreeable day, and 
retur ned home well pleaſed. Georgina 


* 
* 
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aw 


has promiſed me her company for a 


week, and is to come to-morrow. 


I have this inſtant got a letter from 


| you, which, by the date, I ought to 


have been favoured with two days ago. 


I am ſure thoſe who detained it, could 


have no notion of its being ſo much 
wiſhed for, or they would have for- 
warded ſooner. As it is very late, I 
ſhall not ſtay to anſwer it now, but 
expect to hear next poſt from, 


Tour affectionate, 


HarRIET DENHAM. 


C 2 LET. 


TRE EXPLANATION. 
LETTER Iv. 


From the ſame to the ſame. 


* Have taken up my pen to anſwer 
my dear Saphira's lively epiſtle, but 


1 how unequal am I to the taſk! How is 
i poſſible that 1 (while in this place, 


which is as ſtrange to you as its inha- 


bitants) can furniſh matter for your 


amuſement? You attack me with ſo 
much raillery, on my deſcription of the 
country, that I have need of ſome ſhare 


of courage to tell you, that I. find its 


charms increaſe daily; oſ much indeed, 
that I am, as you ſay, almoſt intoxicat- 
ed with this paradiſe of ſweets. You 
will no doubt think me amazingly ſtu- 

| pid, 
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pid, when I aſſure you, that I ſuffer 
you unenvied to enjoy the round of 
| amuſements, and glittering | ſhow .of 
Ranelagh, the delightful buſtle of the 
beau-monde, the joy of being admired, 
and having a train of admirers at your 
command; bur it is even ſo. While your 


time and attention is engroſſed by the 


numerous avocations and gay circle of 
delights that are found in the metropo 
us, I can, with infinite ſatisfaction, con- 
deſcend to enjoy the humble amuſe- 
ments that conſtitute the felicity of this 
little mw 


. | 
I have not a doubt but that my love- 
ly Saphira, will make conqueſts where- 
ever ſhe appears: but be cautious, dear 
girl, how you form an acquaintance 


„„ As. 
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As a friend you will forgive me, if 1 
= deliver my thoughts as freely as. they 
occur. I hate to check my pen, and 
was I obliged to reſtrain it, my fond- 


_ nels for writing foon would ceaſe: then 
pardon me, dear Saphira, and do not 


: miſconſtrue one word to my diſadvan- 

tage, but attribute what I ſay (though 
contrary to what your imagination ſug- 
gelts). to an oyer-ruling affection that I 
have for you: I ſhall deliver my ſenti- 


ments without art, or form, free and 


kmple 2s they 2 to me. 


Be exceedingly careful in your beha- 
viour to men: treat them with a becom 


| ing familiarity, that they may have re- 


ſpect for you, but never be fo liberal 
| 5 
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and light in your converſation, as to let 
them lay hold of any part of your 
ſpeech as may lead them to take the 
leaſt liberty. I intreat you to be ever 


watchful in this particular, | albeit. 


their ſubtilty and craft ſteal on you in an 
unguarded hour. "Your natural vivaci- 
ty may probably hurry you into indiſ- 
cretions which a moment's recollection, 
joined to the goodneſs of your heart, 
would not ſuffer you to commit. 
I do not like the accqunt you fend. 
me of Lord .Courtly. A gay young 
man, ſuch as you repreſent, is not a | 
fit companion for you to make choice 
of. If he loves, as he would make 


you believe, why ſhould he heſitate on. 
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openly avowing his paſſion? And your 
conſent obtained, why not aſk your 


mother's permiſſion to pay his addref- 
des? She is prudent, diſcreet, and ſen- 
ſible, and I dare ſay would have no ob- 
jection to countenance any one, whom 
-you : approve, and whoſe honour and 
fincerity is conſpicuous; but he ſeeks a 
clandeſtine: correſpondence, and wiſhes 
to appear. your lover to no one but 
yourſelf. Let your own good ſenſe (of 
which nature has been ſo liberal to 


you) operate, and you will rather regard 
ſuch an offer as an infult. Why ſhould 
he wiſh to ſee,” or correſpond with you 
clandeſtinely? What views can he have? 
: Self-intereſted ones, be aſſured. You 
| conſented to . him write to you: the 
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innocency of your Intentions, eclipſed 
the i impropriety of ſuch a condecenſion 
mature reflection will point out to 
you, how much you was to blame: He 
himſelf muſt ſuppoſe you imprudent; 
and do you think, if his love for you 
was founded on the baſis that it ought. 
to be, he would attempt. to make you: 
guilty: of any action that will not bear 
a ſcrutiny? Of no; a man. who. loves 
a woman, will regard it- as a point of 5 
duty to himſelf, to be careful he hur- 


ries her into no imꝑrudent action. 


It may, perhaps, ſeem ſtrange that 
I ſhould attempt to moralize in this 
manner, and offer you advice, who an 
ah in ſo much need of it; but it 

8 | 185 
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Is eafily accounted for: We can ever 
diſcern faults in others, though we are 

blind to- our own; therefore it is likely 
vou will diſcover. a. numerous. train of 

: follies in vour friend, and if ſo, you 


have my free conſent to uſe the ſame 


freedom with me. 


As the preceding part of 'this letter: 


may perhaps make you: grave, it will 
be but kind to endeavour at diſſiꝑating 


the gloom I may have occaſioned, by: 
reciting an: adventure Which I. hope will 
make you laugh. | 8 | 

Accompanied by my fair friend, I 
went yeſterday. to ſee a Lady who, it 
ſeems, is much admired. for her per- 


ſonal. 
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ſonal aceomphiſiunente-.. She: received 
us with infinite politeneſs. and affability,, 
aſſured me. ſhe. ſhould. be happy. with: 
my acquaintance, and that during her: 
Nay in the country (which. is about 
three months every ſummer) the wane: 
do all in her power to contribute to my 
amuſement. I thanked her in a man- 


ner ſuch. an offer merited. 


She f 18 about ions, —_— gay? 


and. lively, and has a number of ad- | 
mirers; her. converſation 1s plealing, and! 
the is a very elegant figure. We ſoon: 


became ſociable, , and. ſeemed to forget. 
our. acquaintance- had. been. ſo ſhort.. 


We ſtaid with her more than two bourg. 
and. ihe inſiſted on our returning in the 


Fol 6 | | 4 


-% 
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| afternoon, N which we promiſed to do, 
went, and found Mrs. Arundel quite 
alone: © She met us without ceremony, 
end after tea propoſed a walk, to which 
"we readily aſſented, It was an exceed- 
ing fine evening; and how much was 
1 delighted with the various beauties 
of nature! The brightneſs. of the corn- 
fields and meids, bedecked with flowers, 
had far greater charms: than the Mall. 
when thronged with beaux and belles. 
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Returning, we were met by a gentle- 
man; who, to all appearance, was an 
admirer of Mrs. Arundel. As he is 
the hero of my tale, it is neceſſary to 
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met with him in town, for he is in the 
"guards. His ner not very tall, ra- 
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deſcribe him.. You may, perhaps, have 


ther 
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ther inclined. ta fat; his face agreea- 
ble enough; has rather a liſp in his 


aw * ” 
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ſpeech. In regard to his underſtand- 


ing, I own, if I ſpeak my ſentiments, 


it does not feem very brilliant. He is 
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deeply read in romance; every- ſyllable 
he utters borrowed from that ſource. 
But I need ſay no more of the noble 
Captain: you will, by his letter, be 
able to form a juſt idea of him. Af. 
ter addreſſing Mrs. Arundel in a gal- 
lant, familiar manner, the converſation 
3 became general. Though ſeemingly at- 
A tentive- to- her, it required but little pe- 
netration to diſcover his deſire of know- 
ing who I was: Georgina perceived it, 
and whiſpered me that I had made a 
conqueſt. Not a-very deſirable one, 


ſaid 
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Laid. I, © if one may judge by. * 
* pearance.” 


ip At about two miles diſtant is àa cave 
at the bottom of a hill. It is inhabited 
by an old woman, and by way of varie- 


„ people, hereabouts, go ſometimes 
to drink tea. They were diſcourſing of. 
this place, and I. expreſſed a deſire to 
ſee it. Captain Shallow. immediately A 
. graſped at the opportunity of, aſſuring 
me how happy he ſhould be to conduct MN 
me thither, and begged: I: would. permit 
him the: honour to attend me. 1: 
. thanked. him: with indifference. By: . 
' this time we got. to. Mrs.. Arundel's 
| houſe, where we left them, and return 
ed home in my aunt's m. The 
next 
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next morning, Georgina, and I, were 
diſcourſing of the preceding evening's 


entertainment, and. laughing. at the 


Captain, who. ſeemed. to be violently 
ſmitten with my. charms, when a. fer- 
vant came, and behold, a note from. 
Mrs. Arundel, encloſed a letter frem 
the pretty ee I ſend you a co- 
Ne of both. 


— 


IRS. ArundePs compliments 
IT to Mifs Harriet Denham. Will. 
be happy to hear that. herſelf. and 

friend were not fatigued with the laſt. - 
„ night's walk. Mrs. Arundel has, at: 


the earneſt. requeſt of Captain Shal- 
| « low, encloſed his letter, but has not 


« inform- 


— . „** * * 
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« informed him of Miſs H Harriet's 


| « name.“ 


TH what — I take 
up my per to tell the moſt 


c er Miſs the pleaſure I 
* receive in the remembrance of her 

« beauties, and what impatience I ſhall | 
feet *eill am favoured with the- ſight 
of them again! A happineſs I hope 
4 to enjoy on Wedneſday at the cave, 
«2x fix O clock, if that hour ſuits; if 
«-jt ſhould not, any other that will be 


„ more convenient, I ſhall obey, and 


then hope to be favoured with the 


| | <- moſt agreeable —— to tea. Could I 
. name Ber, I ſhould. be better ſatisfied, 
| — « for- 
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. 6 for hit ſhe. remains unknown, I 
« cannot help ſuppoſing her a divi- 
8 nity, ſent by the miſchievous God 
« of Love, to deprive our ſex of all 
“ earthly repoſe, and particularly that 
of her ever devoted, and moſt faith- 
ce ful, | ö a 


SHALLOW.” 7 


Tell me, Saphira, did you ever ſl 
any thing half fo ridiculous ? And what 
freedom, to dare ſend me a letter with- 
out apologizing for ſuch mpertinence ! 
1 ſuppoſe he imagines that this letter, 
Joined to the allurements which are ge- 
nerally found in a cockade and ſhoul- 
der-not, will certainly delight | a coun- 
try girl ( as it is in that character I 

55 appear 


42 Tux EXPLANATION. | 
appear to him) and that he will have 
no difficulty to arrive at his moſt ſan- 
guine wiſhes. His inſufferable vanity, 
I dare avow, will make him indulge 
theſe thoughts ; but I ſhall take care to 
rouſe him from theſe dreams fo pleaſe - 
ing, before he is aware of it. Georgina 
would fain perſuade me to have ſome 
diverſion with him, but I can by no 
means agree to it, as I think it dan- 
gerous to meddle with a fooliſh ap. 
en fone, 1 will avoid him. | 


J have received a letter from my 
brother, who intends us his company 
for a week or ten days. I wiſh my . 
dear Saphira were here; what an en- | 
ble wy we ſhould. have ! 


Tux ExpLANVATIowðWxwx. 43 
When you can ſpare time from more 
agreeable amuſements, I hope you will 
anſwer this long epiſtle. 


* 


Adieu. 


HaxRIET DExHAn. 


LETTER 
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LETTER V. 


e to HankiEr. 


S ſoon as I can recover this fit of 
the ſpleen, into which my dear 


Harriet s ſermonizing epiſtle has thrown 


me, I Wil. attempt to write. 5 


You were ever a mighty grave girl, but 


this vile country has made you ten times 
worſe.— So, you have taken it into your 


wiſe head, that I am forming an impru- 
dent acquaintance, therefore think it ne- 
ceſſary to waſte your precious time; and 


paper, in writing. a ſermon about it.— 


How much better might you be em- 
s ployed ! — But, Harriet, this gay Lord 


18 not ſo dangerous as you imagine. He's 
| a beau, 


& {4 
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a beau, child, a real beau and you know 
every one allows a beau to be a very 
harmleſs kind of animal. F or my part, 
I eſteem a beau juſt as I do my lap-dog, 
who ſerves to divert a leiſure hour, with 
the pretty engaging tricks he has learn- 
6 ed; and one may, with equal ſafety, 
play with him, for he is too civilized to 
bite —ſo, yon ſee, J have nothing to fear 
from Lord Courtly. 


Tam glad you have met with ſuch a 
pleaſing companion as Georgina. Your 
deſcription of her makes me defirous to 
fee her; but I charge you, don't let her 
fuperior merit ſupplant me in your e- 
fteem ; tell her I have a prior claim, and 
will not give it up. 


To 


— 


* . . Expl Ax ATTOx. 


To be ſure this Sir Charles 1s a ſome- 
1 uncommon, if he merits the enco- 
miums you ſo laviſhly beſtow on him. I 
cannot forbear laughing at your ſaying 
he has an honeſt heart. Poor Harriet! 
I am afraid yours FO caught, But why 
don't he come to town? The reſt of 
; the pretty fellows would only then ap- 
pear like little ſtars. He, like the riſing 
ſun, would eclipſe them all, and, with 
his dazzling brightneſs, and ſuperior | in- 
Auence, chaſe them from our preſence. 
L long to ſee him, and have half a mind 
to viſit you, in order to procure myſelf 
that pleaſure. But. then, ſhould I not 
run a riſk ? — I may, perhaps, be gene- 
rous enough to make him a preſent ot 
my heart, and he may not be grateful 
enough 
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enough to give me his in return. This 
as, I think, more than probable ; for a 
ſerious, ſentimental friend of mine will, 
moſt likely, ſteal it; and then, alas! 
| the gay Saphira, what would become of 

her? On ſecond thoughts, I'Il een Ray 
| where J am, to avoid dan ger. 


* Ann A ln che remote 
part of the globe! and in the guards 
too! I deſire you will ſend him to me. 
But harkee, be ſure you. get a frank, for 
there are few ſuch worth paying poſtage 
for. I congratulate you on the conqueſt. 
But you call him a fooliſh fop. Fye, child, 
how can you be ſo unpolite? You ſhould 
ſuppreſs thoſe blunt truths. Beſides, a 
fop is moſt admired in the genteel world. 
You | 
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You have; poſikively, no taſte. I wink 
venture to lay a trifle now, that this fop, 
whom you deſpiſe, is greatly admired by 
the major part of our ſex; for to be in the 
faſhion, one myſt admire him. It is the 
moſt awkward ſuppoſition you can form, 
to imagine you will meet with one ſen- 
ſible man in fifty; but to make amends, 

we have a plentiful ſtore of fools, fops, 


and macaronies. 


Who can help being charmed with 
fuch a dying epiſtle? You are too cruel 
not to anſwer it. How ſuperlatively ri- 
diculous ! Surely, could it be the pro- 
duce of his own filly brain ? I am of 
Georgina's opinion; by all means have 


ſome diverſion wirh him. You don't 
| | want 


* 


— 
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want for talents, then why not exert 
them, and make him appear as great an 
ideot to every one elſe, as he has taken 
pains to appear to you? | 


Who is this Mrs. Arundel? Learn 
her true character. I fear ſome latent 
ſparks, which, when diſcovered, will not 
ſhew to her advantage. I wiſhT may be 
miſtaken ; but it was ſtrange, methinks, 
that ſhe ſhould take the liberty of ſend- 
ing his letter. ; i 


Sophia's wedding - day is, at laſt, fixed 
for Thurſday. She wiſhes you here, ſo 
do I. But what avails wiſhing ? 


Vor. I. = D | 5 I juſt 
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— * 


I juſt now ſaw your brother, who i in- 
formed me of his intended viſit. I told 
him that, without great care, it might 


prove a fatal one. He aſſured me, he 
foreſaw no danger; and begged to know 
if I did. 


«To be ſure,” ſaid I; „for I'll lay 
< my life you are robb'd before you re- 
6 turn.“ | | - 


He ſtared. 


„Harriet,“ continued I, has got a 
very amiable girl with her; and, un- 
„ leſs you ſecure your heart, ihe will 


G2 < certainly ſteal it from you.” 


He 


„Inn FEnpLanatrion  - £5 


He replied, with a laugh, if he thought 
there was the leaſt probability of that, 
he would beg me to take care of it till 
his return: but I aſſured him I had 
already fo many hearts entruſted with 
me, that I could not think of taking 1 


care of his. 


« Well then,” ſaid he, 1 muſt &en 
« truſt to chance.” — So we parted. 


4 letter from Lord Courtly ! Excuſe 

me, dear Harriet, I muſt break off ab- 

ruptly to read . | 
13 Adieu. 

SAPHIRA. 


D 2 LE T- 
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LETTER M. 


HarRIET to SAPHIRA. 


HIS day s poſt has given me in- 
finite pleaſure, as it has brought 


| Sides of one 1 tenderly eſteem, but 


whom I began to be apprehenſive, from 


-_ 


not having had a letter theſe ten days, 
Had diſcarded me. The ſudden tranſi- 

tion from fear to joy, has produced a 
_—_ unn. 


1 am forry my epiſtle cauſed a fit of 4 


the ſpleen: I wiſh'd it to have a con- 
trary effect. But why not continue an 
account of your adventures? I begT 
may n. not be * of the pleaſure I 

T enjoy 
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enjoy in reading them. Tell me all your 
little hiſtories : believe me, I like to 
know them. 

7” ; 

Lou may, indeed, with propriety, 
laugh at my talking of honeſty of heart, 
as 1t has long ſince been exploded the 
polite world. However, the diſtance I 1 
am at from it, muſt plead my excuſe for 
ſuch an antiquated phraſe ; and you can 
only, with aſtoniſhment, exclaim at the 
ruſticity of my notions. Sir Charles is 
worthy more encomiums than my weak 
pen can beſtow; yet my heart is not 
touched, as you ſuppoſe; that is ſteeled 
againſt every attack; and, I aſſure my 
dear Saphira, will remain ſo. As I am 
fond of riding, Sir Charles is to attend 

Dy. + a 


. 
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me an horſeback, 1 propoſe myſelf 
much pleaſure, and long for to-morrow + 
morning. I have told Georgina what : 
you ſay; who anſwered, ſhe would be 
content to be a partner with you. Her 
health impairs daily, owing, I believe, 
to a melancholy, which ſeems to have 
taken deep root. * 

About four years fince ſhe became ac- 
quainted with a young gentleman, to 
whoſe amiable qualities her generous 

heart could not remain inſenſible. Her 
innocence and exalted merit made no leſs 
impreſſion on him, who embraced every 


opportunity, by the moſt tender and re- 


ſpectful aſſiduities, to make her acquaint- 
e n his affection for her. Dictated 
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by ſincerity, he avowed. his love. She, 
unſkilled in the arts too often practiſed 
by our ſex, ſuffered him to meet a grate · 
ful return. Neceſſity compell'd them to 
correſpond in ſecret. Their interviews 
were ſeldom, and thoſe very ſhort. Each 
day brought increaſe of affection; and 
nothing was apparently wanting to com- 
pleat their mutual happineſs. This con- 
tinued for ſome months: however, ab- 
ſence, the natural inconſtancy of man- 
kind, and a variety of objects, alienated 
his attention from the truly amiable 
Georgina. She often wrote to him, but 
could get no anſwers. This much alarm- 
ed her; but ſhe was conſoled when ſhe 
recollected there might be unavoidable 
circumſtances that might probably pre- 


D 4 vent 
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vent his writing. She imagined herſelf 


T ſecure in his eſteem, and vainly thought 


. his attachment to her as permanent as 


hers to him, Many months elapſed 


without hearing of, or ſeeing him. At 


length, chance proved propitious to her 
wiſhes. He accoſted her with the ut- 


moſt tenderneſs, and, with aſſurances of 


unabated affection, quieted the appre- 
henſions, and diſpell'd the doubts which 


1 had taken poſſeſſion of her breaſt. She 


forgot the many miſerable hours his neg- 
le& had cauſed ; the preſent pleaſing one 


abſorbed the remembrance of every pain- 
ful idea. Vows of love and conſtancy 


beguiled the ſhort time they paſſed to- 


gether; ages of happineſs they compriſed 


in moments, and enjoyed Heaven in epi- 
" tome, 
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tome. They parted, with promiſes to 
meet ſoon again. She aſſures me, that, 
when ſhe was alone, and had time for 
reflection, the ſatisfaction ſhe experienced 
at thinking of this interview, was greater 
than ſhe can expreſs; but as it is not 
common for ſublunary joys to be per- 
manent, her dreams of happineſs were 
ſoon over. He was not punctual. She 
ſent to him, received no anſwer. She 
became uneaſy, yet could, by no means, 
prevail on herſelf to think him in fault. 
Strange infatuation | She ſtill amuſed | 
her imagination with pleaſing forms, and, 
| Inſtead of oppoſing the progreſs of her 
increaſing affection, indulged it. Some 
time after, ſhe was paying a viſit to a 


-” _ of hers, when ſeated in her 


D 5 dreſſing- 
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dreſſing- room at breakfaſt, and ob- 
ſerving a news- paper, ſhe took it to read; 
but who can expreſs the various paſſions 
with which ſhe was agitated, when the 
firſt line ſne caſt her eyes on, told her, that 
her much loved Henry was married! 
In. vain ſhe ſtruggled to overcome the 
tremor that had ſeized her: unable to 
endure the painful conflict, ſhe fell faint- 
ing from her chair. Her friend uſed 
every art to recover her, which ſkill- at 
length compleated. She reſtored her to 


life and miſery. Not chuſing to divulge | 
the fatal cauſe of her indiſpoſition, ſne 
returned home, and was ſeized: with a 
violent fever, which continued - ſome 
time: however, youth, and a good con- 
ſtitution, lent their aid, and ſhe grew 
AY 27} better; 


— 
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better; but a ſettled melancholy took 
place of her uſual vivacity, which ſhe 
has indulged fo far, as to impair her 
health exceedingly, and it is now thought 


ſhe is in a decline. 


This account ſhe has favoured me 
with. In vain do I uſe every argument 
my imagination can ſuggeſt, to point out 
to her the folly of indulging a paſſion 
for a man who has rendered himſelf ſo 
totally unworthy her leaſt attention. 
Every endeavour that friendſhip can dic- 
tate have I put in practice, to perſuade 


her to baniſh from her mind what can 
only be the ſource of perpetual 1 inquie- 


tude; but all is fruitleſs ; the remem- 
brance of him takes poſſeſſion of her 
D6 whole 


® — - . — — ———————— 
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whole ſoul, and renders it incapable of 
admitting any other - ſentiment. Will. 
not your tender heart ſympathiſe with 
mine, and own her fituation to be truly 
pitiable? How inexcuſable is he, who 
| has cauſed her unhappinels ! Her peace 
of mind irretrievably loſt, how much 
has he to anſwer for! Tho? Georgina, 
with a peculiar meekneſs, attributes all 
ſhe has felt to her own imprudence, in 
5 ſuffering an ungoverned paſſion to over- 
way her reaſon. I ſhall continue to uſe 
| every art to blot him from her mind; 
and 1 hope the lenient hand of time, 


added to my efforts, vill produce this 
viſhed ſect. | 


=” - 
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My aunt's | indifpolition increaſes, and 
I begin to have ſome fears for her life. 
She is pleaſed with my attention, but | in- 
ſiſts I ſhall not confine myſelf. Lady 
Raymond has promiſed that my fair 


friend ſhall ſtay with me till ſhe is better. 


Tell Sophia I wiſh her every happineſs. 


Adieu, I am prevented making this 
longer at preſent. 


I reſume the pen, to finiſh my letter, 
which, till now, I have been prevented | 
doing, by the arrival of Mrs. Arundel, 
who came to drink tea. Her lively con- 
verſation is really engaging, tho? I think 
it ſometimes borders too. much on levity. 
1 was ſomewhat circumſpe& ; perhaps 


owing 
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owing to your hints. She rallied me.on 
the conqueſt I had made, and aſſured 


me ſhe knew many ladies who would be 
happy to be in my place. I anſwered 15 


her, that there was a certain ſet of fe- 


males, whoſe vanity was pleaſed with the 
unmeaning flattery of a coxcomb; to 

thoſe I would have Captain Shallow re- 

pair with his pompous phraſes; for my 
part, I could by no means liſten to them. 
She expreſſed great aſtoniſhment at my 
want of taſte in this particular, and fool- 
iſhly enough appealed to Georgina, if 
he was not very handſome. 


My friend,” replied the amiable 
| girl, «ſeeks ſomething more than a mere 
* nm. . Shallow is agreeable 
,  * enough 


. 
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ce enough to lock at; and if he wiſhes 
« to continue ſo, he muſt remain ſilent ; 
« for the inſtant he attempts to con- 
<« verſe, the modern fopperies he has 
« borrowed from thoſe whoſe - under- 
40 ſtandings are as weak as his own, will 
6 be conſpicuous and that, to a ſenſi- 
<« ble mind, can't fail proving nn. 
« able.” | 185 


She was not, however, of our opi- 
nion; the captain appeared to her very 
clever, and ſhe ſeemed to think it im- 
poſſible for us to have ſpoken our ſen- 
timents. She endeavoured to prevail on 
us to go to the cave, but I refuſed. 
Georgina and I will go together,” ſaid 


I; © for, as I am fond of retirement, I 
« ſhall 


— 
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„ ſhall like the cru beſt when there 
«1s leaſt company.“ 


Tou were rather ſmart upon my bro 
ther. I am of his opinion, there can 
be no danger of his being robb'd ; for 
his gay diſpoſition ſecures his heart. 


Let me hear from you; and tell me 
if you have diſmiſs'd Lord Courtly; or 
if he renders himſelf worthy to be your 
attendant. 


Adieu. 


1 HaARRIET DENHAM. 


LETTER 
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SAPHIRA to HARRIET. 


0, ſo, Harriet, matters go ſwim- 
k 4 mingly, I find. Sir Charles is be- 
come a viſiter, and is to attend you on 
horſeback! No wonder the Captain 
does not find admittance. He, with 
his trifling chat, muſt fly when the 
Phqœnix appears. My heart is ſteeled 
« againſt every attack.” May be ſo, 
but, if I have any {kill in divination, 


it will ſoon be uncaſed ; the hard ſtrug- 


gles it will make will burſt the ſteel, 
nay, even adamant would be no bar- 
rier. How 1 ſhall enjoy ſeeing you 
over head and ears in love Do not 
be 
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be aſhamed to own it, Harriet, it is but 


an involuntary falling, a venial fault, 


what, alas ! we are all ſubject | to. 
Heigho ! 


Poor Georgina l. How much do 1 
pity, how much admire her! O! the 
vile wretch who has plunged her into 
this abyſs of diſtreſs! I wiſh he was 
tormented with the moſt ſevere tortures. 
He thinks it, perhaps, a meritorious 
act; but it is the fate of many deſerv- 
ing women to meet with theſe deceivers, 


therefore no great cauſe of triumph for 
bim. If every girl was like me, ſuch 


* 


monſters would be baniſhed female ſo- 


ciety. He had not then honour enough 
to inform her of his intended marriage? 


2 — 


| No, 7 


Tu ExPLANATION. 67 


No, no, he judged more proper, for 
had he made her acquainted with his 
intention, the would moſt probably 
have continued her eſteem ; but, as it 
is, he cannot fail being confident, ſhe 
muſt deſpiſe him. By all means make 
her hate him: it is a fine time to be re- 
venged, for pretty fellows are as thick 
as ſummer flies. Send her to me, * 
will warrant to reſtore her vivacity. 
Do not let her ſtay in the vile country, 
that alone is ſufficient to make her me- 
lancholy. I with 1 had her here, 1 | 
would perfect her cure before any phy- 
ficianin town. Ranelagh, Vauxhall, and | 
maſquerades I would preſcribe, inſtead 


of draughts from the apothecary's, and 


I dare ſay thoſe repeated would drive 
Y | | | away 
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away her melancholy. Tell her to come 


to me, I ſay. 


8 
15 


Have you not ſeen the noble Captain 


ſince the receipt of his letter? Surely he 
cannot be violently ſmitten as we ſup- 
| poſed, or he would have found ſome 


method to ſee his divinity again, or, 


have favoured her with another dying 


epiſtle. But, perhaps, he is afraid to 
venture a ſecond, ſince the firſt met 


with ſuch an unfavourable reception. 
If this is the caſe (and J really think it 


is) what a puſillanimous animal it . | 
is! I dare avow, there are none of Bis 
brother fops who would not have tried 


* 


the ſucceſs of, at leaſt, a ſecond attempt. 


Were I in your place, my pride would 
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hang it, one likes the love, though one 
deſpiſes the /over. | : 3 


Vou deſire me to continue an account 
of my adventures, becauſe you know 
I have a little of the Quixote in my 
compoſition, and therefore, I ſuppoſe, 
promiſe yourſelf entertainment. - Bleſs 
_ . thee, child, my little hiſtories are too 
trifling to engage your leaſt attention. 
However, I will ſatisfy you in one 

point: Lord Courtly is ſtill as aſſiduous 

as ever. The Vauxhall appointment took 
place, and proved infinitely agreeable. 
He talks much about flames and darts; 
but they, as yet, have not had power ö 
either to warm, or pierce my heart 1 
ſtill 
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ſtill boaſt my native freedom; and to 
preſerve it, I keep a train of admirers 
at my command, for a variety will cer- 
tainly ſecure my heart from any parti- 
cular attachment. One may be hand- 
ſome, another ſenſible, a third agreeable, 
each of theſe, were I not acquainted 
with the others, might engage my whole 
attention; whereas, at preſent, I can ad- 
mire each for his different perfection, 
and ſo avoid being particularly attach- 
ed to either. How do you prone my. 
ſcheme? | 


You, no doubt, remember Mr. Har- 
per, whom you have ſeen at our houſe : 


a violent favourite with my mother, 
becauſe he | is grave, and not a coxcomb. 
This 
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This is her phraſe. He is of late be- 


come a conſtant viſiter, and does me 
the honour to be particularly attentive 


to me. My mother obſerves it, is high- 


angry at me for ridiculing him. Real- 
ly, Harriet, it is the ſtrangeſt mortal 


that ever nature formed. I can with 
the utmoſt difficulty refrain from, laugh- 


ing in his face very often. I am apt 


to think he is an intended lover. I 
long to hear him make love, I am ſure 
I ſhall have fine diverſion. I have a 


notion he will be like the citizen in the 


Farce, will be at a loſs how to addreſs 
"till, after a yuh he will hand a 
chair 


ed Pleaſed, and preaches of his perfec- 
tions from morning till night, and is 
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chair mid aſk me to ſit—then, be ſo 
happy that he has broke the icel— 


Is eG brother with you yet? How 

does he like Georgina? Apropos; how 
do you like the airing with the charm- 
ing baronet? Make haſte to write, 
and ſatisfy the ine of 


Your 


SAPHIRA AIRY, 


LETTER 


2 


— 


— 


——— 
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Bo * y 2 4 * f 5 5 ; ; 
an 


Harrier to, SAPHIRA E 


do me, dear 8 nor 
attribute to intentional neglect my 
not a acknowledged the receipt af 


your letter before. My brother arrived 
here laſt Monday, ſince when I have 
been continually engaged, and it is with 
difficulty that I now find time to tell 
you how much. I am 2 to you for 
it. - | [9307 
1 have, with great exactneſs, deliver- 
x Md your meſſage. to Georgina, who is 
now with me, and deſires her affetion- 


ate compliments. To my great mortifica- 
Vor. Ws E 


tion, 


7 ee rr er CO COO_ 
— — 
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tion, the has received a ſu mmons 1 


town that will oblige her to be there 
| very ſoon, ſo that you will have an op- 
portunity of exerting the {kill you 
boaſt, and 1 hope, your efforts, Joined 
to her own good ne will perfect * 


cure 48 bt wee ee . 


We had the moſt pleatunt ride imagi- 


nable on the morning I mentioned. Sir 
Charles took infinite pains to make the 


time paſs agrecably, and proved very 
ſucceſsful in the attempt; for I own, T 
never in my .life paſſed a few hours 
more to my ſatisfaction. He returned 


with us, and ſtayed to dine. In the af- 
ternoon Georgina and J rambled to 
the cave. I was en with the ap- 


— — 2 


worſe 
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pearance of the place and its inhabi- 


tants. I think I told you it was at the 


bottom of a hill; but, as I had not 
then ſen i it, I could not be particular. 


| After traverſing three enamelled mea- 
dows, you paſs through a ſmall wood : 
at the end of it is a hill, on one ſide of 
which are a few trees that lead to the 
cave. 0 It is not very large, covered en- 
tirely with moſs, and ſurrounded with 
. willows that hang nodding « over its top. 
8 loſe by is a bubbling ſpring, whoſe 
filver drops, glide gently to a purling 
ſtream, and in playful meanders ſwell 
the tide. The entrance appears at firſt 
rather formidable ; but that ſhortly wears 
olf on ſeeing two little rooms com- 
| Ss 3- pleatly 
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Pleatiy furniſhed with every Sürry• 
that ſuch a place requires. We order- 
ed tea, which was ſerved us with the 
utmoſt neatneſs by an old woman, af- 
- Hiſted | by her grand-daughter, a girl 

about eighteen, | whoſe innocent fimpli- | 


acity charmed me. We ſtayed near an 
| hour, and were returning through the 
odd, when we were at once furpriſed 
And mortified with the ſight of Captain 
| Shallow. He haſtened towards us, ; 
and, with great reſpect, aſſured me, chat 
OY he was compleatly happy at the rencon- 
5 tre, and much indebted to chance that | 
had been fo favourable to him. With © 
| train of ready-made compliments, he 
expreſſed how much he adored me, and 


how wretched he had ad that 1 would : 
8 not 


— 
2 
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not deign to take notice of his letter. 
F anſwered, that 1 was much offended 
at his having taken the liberty to ſend 
it me, after having been only once in 
my company, and that too, ſo ſhort a 
time. He ſeemed at a loſs for a reply; 
however, at laſt, he ſtammered out, an 
ungovernable love muſt plead his ex- 
cuſe; his whole life ſhould. be deyoted: 
to me, and, by the moſt tender aſſidui- 
ties, he flattered himſelf . (vain foob l) 
he ſhould: become. worthy my. affeQion,, 
and ardently hoped. (preſuming. imper- 


tinence!) I would not deny it him. 2 


ſuffered a continuance of his unmean- 
ing flattery for ſome time, till tired 
with hearing repetitions of it, 1 reſolv- 
ed to get rid of his troubleſome. com-- 

E's . nul 
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pany, and tried the f ucceſs of polite 
argument; but, that having no effect, 
I was neceſſitated to alter my behaviour. 
J aſſured him he took pains but to pur- 


- "chaſe trouble, and inſiſted: poſitively. he 


ſhould leave us, for his company was 
an intruſion L coul d by no means ſuf- 
fer. Not even this would do; 1 was 
cenſtrained to be tortured with his im- 
pertinence, till we got home, and hear- 
tily glad was I to be freed from ſuch a 
companion. What a contraſt betwixt 
Sir C harles and him! could not help 
reflecting upon the difference of the 
characters, and the compariſon made 


| the former appear ten times more amia- 

ble chan before. Yet, how was that 
poſſible 7 for in his perſon, are united 
Ih | all 
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all the graces of his ſex; in his beha- 
| viour, there are ſuch irreſiſtible charms 
of eaſe and politeneſs, chat che moſt 
exquiſite imagination cannot produce | 
any thing more finiſhed, My brother 


_ thinks him as amiable as I do. They 


are become quite intimate. I almoſt 
with myſelf in George's place, that I 
might ſhare his friendſhip. How happy 
will that woman be who is deſtined to 
be loved by him ! Methinks 1 ſee you 
ſmile at this, and hear you ſay, Poor 
Harriet! where is now your boaſted in- 
ſenſibility ? Indeed, Saphira, eſteem only 
actuates my breaſt : and to ſay the truth, 
it is impoſſible to ſee, and converſe with 
Sir Charles, and not eſteem him. Lou | 
2 ſuſpect that I am in rende. [ve | 
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thing, 1 affure you, nor will I ſuffer, 
| what at preſent is but your bare ſuſpi- 
eion, to be improved by me into a pal- 
pable evidence. My. inferior merit can 
never have power to attract the all- ac- 
compliſhed Sir Charles. This conſi- 
deration ſhall prevent my eſteem for 
him from ripening into affection, leſt 1 
| : mould be entangled. in a difficulty, from 
Which it will require more ſkill than I 
7 e of to free * 
v brother achnives Georgina much; 1 
but there is no love io the caſe. 


99 


-, 3 me how-1 | * LD your 
keeping a train of admirers. If you 

expect my undiſguiſed n, I can- 
2 — | f „ not 2 
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1. 


not diſmiſs your and without” re- 


marking, that I- think it by no means 
a laudable conduct. Your: converſing 
with ſo many men, will draw. on 4 


number of unavoidable inconveniences... 
Eonſcious of your own - innocence, you 


are regardleſs. of. the rude. cenſure of a 


misjudging; world, and give a looſe to 


your fondneſs. for admiration z ; but call 


your reaſon home, reflect and conſider 


that it is equally neceſſary to poſſeſs: 


the good opinion of the multitude, as 

to have the innate ſatisfaction of know- 
ing you do nothing that will juſtly me- 

lt their reproach. In my opinion, a 


girl is far leſs criminal who yields her 
beart and perſon unreſervedly:. to the 
man ſhe loves, than ſhe wi wantonly 


111 
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tender her company and corteſpon- 
"dence on every pert witling, who can 
breathe a ſentence or hold a pen, and 
thinks herſelf virtuous, if ſhe is chaſte. 
The conduct of the former, I think, 
may be 8 of the _ it can- 
not. . 

Theſe ſeatin ments, from a young 
woman may, Perhaps, appear extraor- 
dinary ; ; they are, however, the genu- 
ine dictates of my heart for you know 
1 ts, 12490] diſimulation. 117 
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74 PTY "a Wap well; but, 
ſurely, Saphira, he cannot be thought 
worthy | of vou. Tour mother will 
not , certainly, infift upon your receiv- 
ing; his addreſſes. | Pray be particular ; 
G3 e648 wk 3 in 


LE 


5 4 A Tia A or ed 4 _— —— N— — 


* * ” 38 * 9 - . — 
— — — . ̃ ̃ ͤd 9 > oa. — 
— 
” 


- 


: : ? . 
7 5 4 : E, * 2 
* ! . 5 . 
: , \ 4 9 Pp 4 hs * 0 * k * 1 N 
* a 83 . 1 a 4 8 , 
Wy * 4-48 F : 6 pe 
5 * * . þ * — 4 4 . F " 7 
' ” 27 2 f 7% 7 4 PI * 1 . 
N 1 1 
f 3p by EI 1 : 0 at 4 EI e 6 
[ : « on, * 0 $24 * 
* ; a 
* as — a 8 : e - : 
\ Oe v a * 1 I : * * - * 
- * « " 
* ; 1 * 4 . 4 * k * 
y SV. : w , . DP . v. 
U : o — 7 * * o 44 5 
F , 
. - l Ld l ” 4 ' CT 4 {+ 
: - 2 X. 
| 5 | — TE (a4 4 
: P Py . f 
6 | 1 6 = 
. F — % ; 4 * U) * * „ a . 
0 ** 
8 , + F , , * 4 
1 * * F = ; . 1 
| 8 b 555 3 „ 
/ 2 : . 9 6 1 : q ' 
1 . 'P e x ; « 
w * 
$ ; W — [ 0 , 
12 ; F : 2 
: * 
=] 5 7 . . * — 
I 4 9 is P | — 
of lay ” . * i i 
—_— — 5 
1 tharthss 1 
» 4 2 — 4 * 4 
* ny by 1 * — 9 1 
* 15 Pp a $ 
7 0 f 
* - 4 , 
* 1 * 
* 4 j * + 
A < 1 
0 g ; i 
| 12 | | 6 
* * 
| g — 4 3 
% f 
. 2 i p 5 
: 82 5 ; 
8 \ : f 5 
» : þ 
Cy 4 4 0 5 
9 L n / 
04 * 4 * 5 
/ . p $5. — * 4 
Fd 
: * 
= # 4 * of P 
. 4 0. — * 
; 5 
V 5 
: N „ * S 
. * 
1 8 . 
, ; j « 4 : . 2 
, 
7 
1 . 
. ; N 
I i 
- 
: - 
Z * 
/ 


$4 _ m ATION, 


EF eh [4 2 * 
* 1 . 
Ab thes » w 4 3 824 


LETTER Ix; 


3 . to ES 


HAT ſtrange creatures are man- 


| kind! Inconſtancy, and a love 
5 of variety, ſeem implanted 1 in their na- 
ture. How eager | in the purſuit of what 
they wiſh to obtain But when once 
their deſires are gratified, how ſoon in- 
difference ſucceeds ! I have been led to 


* theſe reflections by a circumſtance which = 


has rend. happened to me. 


At the requeſt of Miſs 6 Eflex, I din'd 
with her on Thurſday. There was a 


great company, among the reſt a gentle- 
man and he wife, who have been mar- 


2 3 R / a Fu | ed 
$6 14 K-40 | 5 2 4 ; | T1 S , 
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tied about a year; both: very young, and, 
J am told, it was a run-away. match. He 
is pleaſing in his perſon; ſuperlatively- . 


| ſo in his converſation-z has a remarkable 
ſhare of natural p good ſenſe, which-is em- 
-belliſhed by —— education good | 


humour, gaiety, and ſprightlineſs, diſ- 


Play a in dane action. In mort, bi 


His — in avid eſteemed pretty. 
She das a delicate complexion, fine hair 


and teeth; and the moſt lovely pair of | 
blue eyes I ever beheld. Her perſon is 


not ſo: much in her favour, but her face 
ſupplies every other deficiency. She ſpoke 


Wie whether or not her” underRanding 
2 | 1 Could 


1 
i 
1 
1 
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J 
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E could come in competition with that of 
ker huſband... After dinner we were ex- 
ceedingly gay. At the requeſt of Mrs. 
Eſſex I ſung ſeveral ſongs, and met with 
numberleſs encomiums from the young 
Benedict, which L conſidered. as compli- 
ments of courſe. Miſs Eſſex and I 
went to her dreſſing- room, to admire a 
cap that was juſt come from the milli- 
= ner's. We had not been there five mi- 
.nutes before he came poſting after us, 
and inſiſted on being one of the privy- 
council. We agreed to his requeſt, and 
admitted him. After a little time, be _. 
-begg'd, as. the utmoſt. obligation, that 
Mi Eſſex would indulge him with. a 
.pen.and ink, as he had a note which he 
be was under an indiſpenſible neceſſity 
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approached me, took my hand, intreats 


| pardon. for the freedom, and earneſtly 


beſeeched that I would ' ſuffer him to 
convey his ſentiments by letter, ſince 
time and circumſtances prevented his 
doing ſo verbally; affured. me, that my 


vivacity and "converſation had "inſpired 
him with ſentiments of reſpe& and ad- 
miration, which had given riſe to the 


moſt lively friendſhip, and hoped 


- would not condemn him for acquaint- 
ing me with what my own merit cre- 
ated. I was ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſh- 


ment; but recovering myſelf, was mak - 
ing an effort to reply, when my friend 


87 


of anfwering. She left the room to get 


— 
* 
him 
* 


ov 8 
4 
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2 writh,/-and joined: the company.” T 


became grave; Miſs Eſſex remarked i it, 
and enquired. the cauſe. J feared to tell 
ber, therefore attributed it to a ſudden 


Pain in my head. We were making a 
party for quadrille, when Cleander (ſo 
he is; called) returned, and inſiſted on 

i making one. L was embarraſſed to the 


laſt degree during the whole evening, 
not knowing in what manner to conduct 
my behaviour towards him. As we had 
paſſec chel afternoon familiarly, I feared 
n that reſerve now would appear garticu- . 
lar. Fho' it is probable it might not 
Have been obſerved: by a third perſon, 
yeti a knowledge of what had paſſed 
{amide me imagine it could not fail ap- 
eee — he ; 
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himſelf next me, was particularly atten 
tive to. all I uttered, and took an oppor- 
tunity to put a bit of paper under the 
table into my lap; which I perceiving, 
threw on the ground, under a pretence of 
ſtroaking a ſpaniel. He ſtooped, took 
it up, ſoon found an opportunity to 
put the paper in my hand, and imme 
diately went to the other end of tlie 
room; ſo that I was reduced to the al- 
ternative of putting it quietly in my 
pocket, or letting it be ſeen by the 
choſe the former, and was all impatience 
to ſec the contents, but could not gra- 
tify my curiofity till 1 gat home, when 
I immediately peruſed my note. The 
ſtyle of it was elegant, the purport 

1 
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fuch + as even the ſcrupulous Harriet 
could not, with propriety, condemn. . 
He propoſed a li terary correſpondence 
as a matter abſolutely eſſential to his 
happineſs; and in ſuch a pleaſing manner 
intreated me to write, that. I could not 
| refuſe him, without doing an outrage to 
myſelf; and, as Iam fond of ſcribbling, 
I was glad of the opportunity to im- 
prove myſelf. The next morning I had 

juſt taken my pen, when a rap at the 
_ :door announced the aryval of Miſs Ef- 
ſex, to aſæ me to take a turn in the Park. 
I readily: went, and had ſcarcely entered 
the Mall, when we were accoſted by 
Cleander and another gentleman. The 
' latter engaged Miſs Eſſex, while I was 
laughing wich the other. 1 rallied him 
e 5 on 
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on his behaviour, and wondered how he 
could entertain the ridiculous notion of 
forming an acquaintance with any wo- 
man, when he had already ſuch an ami- 
able one, who had a prior claim to all 
his attention, and whoſe tenderneſs for 
him entitled her to all his regard. He 
was convinced of the truth of that, he 
ſaid; El but, ſurely, he | might indulge a 
fimdpip for another: if that was de- 
nied him, he would ſhake off the bands 
of matrimony. This was uttered ſo hear - 
tily, that I could not refrain from burſt- 
ing into a fit of laughter, of hieh our 

companions enquired the cauſe. He + 
looked mighty filly : my fair friend per- 
ceived it, and ſaid ſhe had a notion he 
was too gallant, I aſſured her that was 
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the caſt. * It is a pity- he is martkd;” 
added I, for he would make a clever | 
lover.“ He did not ſeem to approve 
what J faid; however, he enjoinꝰd me 
to write to him, which I promiſed to 
do. He endeavoured to quiet my riſing. 
apprehenſions of the impropriety, ſhould 
i tranſpire, by ſaying, that a Platonic . 
: ſyſtem could not be condemned. In- 
| deed; I think there ean be no impru- | 
denet in a paper acquaintance" bat I 
-intehd-to- avoid. his company as much as | 
Pofible, if he mme | 
441455 Sheng * 
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Kint, don't fancy him all. your own, for 
| his heart has already been mortgaged to 
half the girls in town, 


Why do you not write to me? Or is 
your time ſo much taken up with the 
charming Baronet, that you can find no 
opportunity to oblige your other friends? 
Tell me, is he ſtill the pleaſing, but in- 
ſenſible Sir Charles? Or is he become 
the dangling Vainlove? Hark! the 


poſt-man, I proteſt. A letter from Har, 


riet. I ae with impatience to read it. 


23 


Adieu. 


Saane Aua. 


LETTER 
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CETTER X 


HaRRIET to SaPHIRA. 


Dear Saphira, 
Was juſt returned from an an 
walk with Georgina, Sir Charles and 
= brother, when the poſt brought your 
1 opened it with eagerneſs, but 
Was . with aſtoniſhment at the 
contents. - Your clandeſtine correſpon- 15 
p dence with- Cleander appears, in my 
* . eyes, highly culpable. You ſay he ad. 
dreſſes you under the maſk of friend- BEG 
ſhip. More inſiduous then is the vil- 
lain: believe me, he will take advan- 
tage of your unſuſpecting heart. A 
man of honour would not even har- 


* 
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boar a thought of ſuch a nature; on 
the contrary, he would ſtudiouſly avoid 
the company of her who ſcemed to in- 
vade his peace, and ſeek repoſe where 
| he would be ſuge to find it, in the bo- 
ſom of a virtuous wife: whereas Clean- 
= aſſiduouſſy embraces every oppor- 
tunity of being with you, and cheriſhes 
the moſt daring hopes. Sure, your 
penetration muſt ſee through this thin 
veil, and piainly diſcover his intended 
villany. Your receiving a note from 
him under the table, was A fault that | 
even friendſhip cannot pardon. How 
derogatory from the character of a wo- 
man of honour ! Plato's ſyſtem of love, 
is too much deſpiſed in theſe days, for 
any one to embrace” it, much more a 
| ' Cleander, 
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h Cleander, whoſe character and morals are 
a contradiction to it. I am perſuaded, 
notwithſtanding my partiality for you, 
chat there muſt have been ſome ſtriking 
levity in your behaviour, to embolden 
him to hope his ſuit would not be re- 
| jected. Forgive me; what is in rilif 
ſo glaringly improper, ought not to 
be palliated: your conduct, friendſhip 
fires me to ſay, is inexcuſable. I con- 
jure you, thefore, Saphira, to ſtop this 
| correſpondence immediately, if you wiſh 
to enjoy my eſteem; not only mine, 
Indeed, - but the eſleem of all your 


I Vent yeſterday to viſit Miſs Ray- 
mond, and met with a young Lady, 
„ * 
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who is come to ſpend a few months 
with her. Her name is Conſtantia, ſhe 
is lately arrived from France, where 
ſhe has been for education. Her perſon 
is quite agreeable; her face though not 
handſome, . perfectly pleaſing; her ſenti- 
ments are exalted, and her actions leſs 
confined than one could poſſibly expect 
im a . ſo lately returned from a cloiſ- 
My brother is, in my opinion, 
quite ſmitten. He allows he never has 
met with ſuch an agreeable girl, and 
that is a full declaration, I ihink. As 
to Conſtantia, a timid diffidence, viſible 
in all her actions when he is preſent, 
a ſudden glow of ſatisfaction at his ap- 
Proach, and a reluctancy at parting, | 


plainly denotes her to be caught, 
Vor. I. F | Sir 
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Sir Charles grows upon me daily; a 
generoſity of ſoul is the ſpring of all 
his actions. We: meet often, and con- 

verſe with the greateſt eaſe. I ſhall 
certainly improve from his company, 


for I never met with a man fo univer- 


f 1 1 
ally agreeable. 
* * - 1 * 
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Georgina is preparing to go to town, 
and I am quite dejected at the thought 
_ of- her leaving me; however, it is ſome. 
alleviation to my misfortune, to have 
th innocent Canſtantia ſo near me. 
My aunt's health declines daily, and 
her affeckion for me increaſes hourly. 
rn n SOA 
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The ſervant informs me, Sir Charles 
is below; excuſe therefbre, my break- 
ing off abruptly. . ee, 
| „%% abRbiedl | 
I intreat you to 
anch with. Cleander it 
the receipt of Lanta 
friendſhip f Will vi 
Fe E601; „ be 
tete tee ae Keane 
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Sapnira to HarRIEt. 
/T-P-© N che receipt of yours, I ſent 
, ipftanchyco- procure you a place 


© InfiChrilttie'sinext ale of curioſities, and 


depend upon it, my dear girl, you will 


be eſteemed the greateſt curioſity there. 
A petrified woman! Ha! ha! ha: I muſt 
lay down my pen, to indulge my riſi- 


bility. 1 will venture my life ſome vir- 


tuoſo will purchaſe you, ſtick you up in 


a nich, and look upon you as a greater 


rarity . rr Egyptian mummy. Why | 


till now, girl, I thought It was a moral 


impoſlibility for a woman to grow 1na- 
-nunate. I intend to get hand-bills print- 
n — 


2 .* 
"Moe . 
7 2 — 
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6 and to place proper perſons at the 


doors of the Pantheon, Almack, and 
Cornellys to 2 _ the _ 
ow as. mm 0 | 


. * 
1 


«6: Whereas: Saphira dit Fri: ths 
600 moſt unwearied diligence, procured a 


« ſpecific, diſtilled from between the 
* fore- finger and thumb of her right 
« hand, which has the powerful effi- 


is to be hoped the nobility and gentry 
« will kindly encourage: fo laudable. an 


« undertaking; and n her, with- 
out * | 


þ 
.* 


| Now, depend upon it, there is not 


one man in fifty that will not bring 


F'1i ma 7; 
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me his wife, as divorces commonly coſt 


three or four hundred pounds, and 1 
will cure them of the i inconvenience for 


a few ſnillin gs. I have communicated 
muy intentions to Cleande r, who declares 
Ian 446 en with his Wo 

1 ere now I mention him, it puts 


me in mind of the fright the reſt of 


the letter occaſioned. Why one would 
imagine that this inoffenfive animal was 


going to carry on a ſiege by ſtorm, and 
ſeiae upon your hapleſs friend; though if 


that were the caſe, believe me, I have 
cockades ſufficient to defend me from 
the attack. Lord! what a terrible noiſe 
you make about it! Your threats ſo diſ- 
ordered the n of my head, that 
21¹¹ | 5 1 1 Was 
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I was obliged to ſend for Courtoy, and | 


uſe a pound of pomatum, to get it into 


its natural form again, ſo that you have 


been the cauſe of fear, trouble, and ex- 
pence. How will you anſwer this to 


your conſcience? 


1 halt” be happy to ſee” Georgina. 


Conſtantia ſeems only: fit for the. coun- 
| 8 Sir Charles 3 IS oy fit for you. 


5 Adieu, my dear ſentimental girl. ! 
am going this inſtant with Cleander in 


his new-vis 4 vis to Ranelagh. 


4 


SAPHIRA AIR. 
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LETTER XI. 
 Gzokoina to Harriet. 


London. 6 


IN 0 E more behold your Georgina 
%£- amidft this ſeat of buſtle, noiſe, 
and: hurry. - How much do I regret the 


| Joſs of thoſe ſweets that ſolitude afford- 


ed, which I have chearfully- taſted with 


my dear Harriet! I look back with in- 


finite pleaſure on the many happy hours 


vwe have paſſed, ſecure from the idle flat - 
teries one meets with in the metropolis, 
Once indeed, I could find a reliſh for 
its gaieties, but now it is otherwiſe; 
they ſicken, my fancy palls and takes 


diſtaſte 
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diſtaſte at them; J loath! the world; and 


all its follies. 


— 


The fatigue of my journey obliged 
me to be confined to my room for two 
days. The Phyſicians. think me in a 


decline, and adviſe that L ſhould go to 


the ſouth of France. My mother aſks. 


negative. Indeed, my dear girl, it is 
now: a matter of indifference to me in 


what part of the globe I drag this load 
of life. I am; perſuaded that I am jour- 


neying ayace, to that place where my 


vexed thoughts ſhall find a calm repoſe. 
wait the period with. impatience;- 
whether the arrival of it happens: in 


not. 
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France er England, to me, it matters 


% 
45 
87 


1 1 FP PRs 8 . 5 8 | 
went this morning to ſee Saphira, 
— who received me with marks of the: moſt 


think her exceedingly agreeablez her 
perſon is fo lovely, that it eannot fail 
to prejudice one in her favour at firſt 
Sght. Is it net amazing, that beauty 
ſhould make us ſo partial to thoſe who 


poſſeſs it? She appears to have a great 
ſhare of underſtanding,” which ſeems to 
have been well improved and corrected. 
She rallied: me on being fo melancholy, 


and endeavoured, with a deal of good- 


: 


nature, to divert me. She has made 
mie promife to dine with her to-morrow 


and 
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and 20 to Ranelagh in the evening: the 
latter is againſt my will, and I hope to 


ſtay, a gentleman, who ſeems to meet 
R ES 


with her approbation, - came to ſee her. 


She introduced me as her particular 
friend. His name is Cleander. I can- 
not but avow my being ſomewhat ſur- 
priſed, that a girl of her good ſenſe 
will take any notice of his idle dif: 
courſe. It. requires but little Penetra- 


tion to diſcover a deab of art lurking 


under the ſpecious diſguiſe of friend- 
ſhip. Really, 1 am alarmed for the fair 


Saphira: the coxcomb is aſſiduous, and 


F fear, will unwarily : entangle: our un- 


ſuſpecting friend. Admoniſh her, dear 


Harriet, to. beware of the ſeducer. In 
316, 1 F 6 | would 


— or Os CA A — ß , 
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woulct be taking too much liberty were 
I to attempt doing ſo, as our acquaint- 
ance is ſo new, but you are authoriſ- 
ed; do not then hefitate at giving your 


immediate advice. 


| Wiite to me, dear girl, and tell me 
how you paſs your hours. I hope you 


meet an agreeable companion in, Con» 
ſtantia: ſhe does not ſeem at all calcu- 


| lated for the company of my couſin. 


8 
3 [ 


How does Sir Charles? Nay, do not 


bluſh, Harriet, but own, to me what 
your eyes have tacitly confeſſed a thou- 
ſand times. You love; why diſguiſe 


it from. me-? It is a breach of friend- 


"ty: To. you. I have diſcovered. the 


inmoſt 55 


| 
1 

| 

| | 
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inmoſt receſſes of my heart, have ex- 
poſed all its follies to your view, and 
can you then refuſe making me ac- 
quainted with a ſecret that fo nearly 


concerns your happineſs? Sir Charles is 
worthy of your love, you ſeem formed g 
for each other. I am well aſſured that, 
though he diſguiſes his ſentiments, his | 
heart has long ſince been in your poſ- 
ſeſſion. His natural reſerve prevents 
an avowal of his paſſion; but his frank- 
neſs will, I dare ſay, ſhortly overcome 
every ſcruple ; and ſurely, my amiable 
girl will ſuffer him to meet a grateful 
return. Indeed I ſhall become a warm 
advocate for the Baronet: the reaſon is, 
I know his merit. I will conclude with 
repeating my requeſt. 
EIT. Pray 


- 
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Pray write to me : your letters, on- 
ly, -wall compenſate 
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LETTER XIII. 
Mr. Danna to Col. Langau | 4 


Dear Frank, rens ann; 368 


Have omitted writing in r hdpes of 
meeting you at Southampton; but as 
T have changed my mind, and ſhall not 
vifſit that place this ſummer,” I have 
taken up the pen to tell you, that, as 
you propoſe going there, if you will 
_ eall: upon me en paſſant, I ſhall be glad 
to ſee you. We have an agreeable party 
here, a few ſelect friends compoſe it; 
but beſure you arm yourſelf, I mean 
your heart, for the blind Bow- boy 8 
but-ſhaft makes ſtrange work amongſt 


"Ou mw part, I can neither eat, 
? drink, 
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ATION. 


drink, or ſleep : an amiable girl, a 


3 Conſtantia here, deprives me of reſt. 


You will find me till your friend, tho* 


changed in every other particular. My 
lovely fair one engroſſes alt my atten- 


force me, while ſhe remains here, 
Her merit and virtue have pierced my 


ſou}; I can no longer boaſt my uſua} 
indifference, for indeed I am entangled, 
icate path. 


| may expect 


Write, and tell mf 


to ſee you, en attendant. Believe me 


our Gncere friend, 


6.9, + | Groron DEMA 
„„ LETTER 


5 
5 
8 
$ 
2 
8 


Pr 
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LETTER XIV. 
Col. LInZRAL to Mr. DRAMA. 


JT HY, hey-day! what a ſurpriſe 
ing change is here! The gay, 


—_ diſſipated George, dwindled into. the 
. whining Caſtalio! For ſhame, man! 7 


Rouſe from this lethargy, ſet the blind 


urchin at defiance, follow my example. 
No pale-faced wench ſhall ever have 


power to rob me of reſt: 1 love the 


ſex in general, all afford me equal plea- 


ſure; and faith, George, I will take 
care that none of them ſhall give me 


a moment's pain. It 8 pleaſant to hear 
you talk of pour Conſtantias virtue. 


And 
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And fo you pretend to admire ir for 
that, do you? Upon my foul, that is 
too much. However worthy of admi- 
ration, I will Warrant it is not. impreg- 
nable. You are a handſome fellow; at- 
tempt to ſtorm the citadel, and ſhe will 
ä 1 mt life for ps or. the i no 


EIA 4 E | 
D* 220 Secifs FONTS -. 


4 ff J 1 ; 
3 % 3 
4 '£ 2.5 3 80 21 1. 1 


Aft om out for Southamp. 
ton to-morrow, and will certainly call 

vpon you; but, remember, let ine have 

none of your whinings' and ſiglis, for A 
Wan in ne is a horrid + 
No 0 need of —— 1 iy 
þ 2 loſe my heart for an hour or 16, 
mur of your girls are handſome, but 


bed. | | I am 


— 
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I am ſure i it will regain its native * 


dom to rove again; for dear variety has 
irreſiſtible champ  — - 


"Tens. Wks . - N « ? 9 
k C 
? : ” RN 
4 # 1 7 * 4 * 4 4. © 2 
be N 
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n ha -S 
1 
＋ 
* N 
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Poor love - ſick George! 
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LETTER XV. 
n SAPHIRA. | 


| Dear 8 


H E many times I have given you 
advice, and the bad ſucceſs* I 
have met with, has, more than once, 
induced me to lay aſide all thoughts of 
entering again on the ſubject, or think- 
ing any more of the perplexities you 
are involving yourſelf into, than 1 
would of thoſe of a perſon whom E 
never ſaw. I have laboured to point 
out to you your errors, but in vain 3 
you will not liſten to the dictates of 
friendſhip. A conſideration of your 
9 e tender 


* 
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dender years, and a knowledge of your 
good difpofition of heart, has inelined 
me to. overlook little ſparks of Jevity; 
but, indeed, my dear Saphira, you are 
very blameable: this acquaintance! with 5 
Cleander, which ꝓou {till perſiſt in 2 
tinuing, is an unpardonable fault. How 
can you, upon reflection, reconcile your 
conduct to yourſelf? Tou are happy 
in an underſtanding ſuperior to moſt 
we meet with, and:this; above all, muſt 
make you appear more culpable. De- 
pend upon it, this inſinuating deſigning 
man will, ere long, throw off the maſk, 

and appear himſelf. Tour eyes will. 
apen whem it is too late. I intreat vou 
once more to drop the acquaintance. 

To what end can you wiſh to continue 
_ebn9397 | . --- 7 
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it? Lou have no affection to plead as 
an excuſe; it is vanity, mere vanity, 
and A love of admiration, alone, that 
prompts you to liſten to him. He flat- 
ters you, and you are pleaſed at it. 
f Fy, fy, Saphira! avaid him, ſhun his 
company, fy him as you would: a fer- 
pent, It is more chan e he will 
ting more ann. 


my 5 3 * 78 3 * 2 —— 1 
4 * 22 1 Ei £5 2 


We have, got a: lter froth town, an 
intimate of my brother's, quite the man 
of faſhion, neat as imported : 4 Colonel 
Liberal. He is an elegant figure, 
young, and very handſome, but too 
much of ithe fop for me to admire. 
Miſs Raymond finds a thouſand charms 

in his company and converſation. He 
1 9 - pretends 
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pretends to be violently ſmitten with 
her when ſhe is by, but, the inſtanf the 
diſappears, 1 am affected with the re- 
marks he makes upon, her. I over- 
heard part of a converſation betwixt 
my brother and him laſt night, and by 
u have diſcovered, that the Ally, girl 
takes pains to convince him of, her par- 
tiality for him. He aſked George if 
ſne had the farthings. He replied 
in the affirmative. , Faith then, ſaid 
the gan Colonel, , L ill, lay .cloſe 
T: ſiege ze the money. has, charms, though 
© likes me. My brother, conjured 
him, as he valued his eſteem, to at; 
tempt nothing diſnonourable. He laugh. 
ed at his requeſt, and ſwore, if he found 


708 | any 
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any probability of ſucceeding, he would 
rfue her ow nene e 


iin os 3 
"+ Oh, ET RY wy mw; you 1 
are! who of us is ſecure from your 
infiduous arts? © Youth, beauty, folly, 
or f FOC 1 on: all i in their turn ame 


| pie 


1 4 


i 1 er received a letter frem my ami- 
Able Georgina, wherein ſhe gives an ac- 
count of your friendly reception. 
admire vou much; thinks you, as * 
as; very ſenſible, but alſo as I do, 
| thitiles you are wor imprudent to coun- 
tenance Cleander. She tells me the. 
plaitly- fees: his intention: „and is cer- 


wh, from wy cirials, he. has: no 
honoura- 
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honourable motive for wiſhing: your ac- 


quaintance. To you, perhaps, he may 
boaſt a deal. Honour and ſincerity are 


themes much talked of among the mo—- 
dern men; but remember, my dear 


girl, they are a ſet of triflers, who ha- 


rangue on a _ hay: are not at all 


acquainted n 0 p 


Conſtantia grows more and more 
agreeable: ſhe is with me almoſt every 
day: Miſs Raymond's diſpoſition and 
hers: differ ſo widely, that ſhe ſeems happy 
to embrace every opportunity of being 
with me. My brother is quite attach'd 


to her. I taxed him with his fondneſs 
for her, which he at firſt denied; how- 
ever, with a ſmile, he told me he knew 


Vor. I. G l 
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I-was an adept in the ſcience- of love, 
and that the language of the eyes never 
eſcaped me; and added, he believed his 
were very expreſſive when Conſtantia was 

preſent.” He is afraid, he tells me, to 
declare his love to her, leſt he ſhould be 
rejected; but I fancy there is not much 
fear of that; for her innocent heart ſeems 
formed to receive the tender impreſſion. 
A lambent flame warms her breaſt, 
which ſhe diſcovers in every action, tho 
*tis plain ſhe labours to conceal it: 
ſhe is, in ſhort, truly amiable, and Lam 
glad my brother has eee 7 
to diſcover her merit. M Kn Gals 


| . ite Dates binds 
Mes. 3 has n us an inyita- 
tion to meet Sir Charles, his ſiſter, and 
| | | Con- 
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Conſtantia, at her houſe to-morrow even- 


ing. We are to dance. Sir Charles is 


to be my par tner, Conſtantia my bro- 
ther's, and the Colonel is to have the 
honour of Miſs Raymond's hand. I think” 


the conqueſt will be compleated, as he 


n 
— 


will then have a fine opportunity to ſay 


ſoft things, and ſhe to liſten to mW 


wee being . 


Write to me, e e ad teln. 
me yop have diſcarded Cleander; your 
letter will then afford infinite pleaſure to, 


Your affectionate, 
HaxRIET DENHAM. 


+ e 
4 
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 SAPHIRA to HARRIET. 


THAT apity it is, my dear Har- 
riet, that women are not allowed 
to, aſcend; the pulpit! You would make 
a rare preacher : I proteſt I don't think 
any of our learned divines could make 
|| A better ſermon. Lord! how the church 
| | would be thronged with beaux, to liſten g 
| to the blooming orator! You would | 
i certainly bring about the reformation of . 
| many, for they would exclaim, * From 5 


lips like thoſe what precepts fail to 
„ move!“ Do, Harriet, try the expe- 
riment, clap on a huge wig and a gown, 


|| And turn miſſionary, 2 
l Well, 


pu * ” . 
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Well, I have ſeen . the love· ſick : 
Georgina, Why ſhe is quite a piece of 
ſtill-life. Poor thing! what havock | 
this vile love has made with her! 
Really, c' quelque choſe terrible ! Hea- 
ven preſerve me from it! 


An accident happened laſt night that 
has ſo frightened me I have ſcarcely 
recovered myſelf yet; as ſoon as I can 
recall my ſcattered ſenſes P11 tell it you. 


With a deal of difficulty I prevailed 
on Georgina to make one in our party 
for Ranelagh. To oblige me the af- 
ſented, tho? contrary to her own incli- 
nation, Cleander attended us. He has 

| 6 3 an 
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an elegant vis d-vis—and it is ſo eaſy 
too! It conveyed us to the dear Ely- 
fian. We had ſtalked about ſome time, 
and were juſt ſtepping into a box to 
drink coffee, when poor Georgina gave 
a ſhriek, and fainted. I ſqualbd luſtily, 
for I thought the girl was dead. How- 
ever, by the aſſiſtance of ſalts and hartſ- 
horn, ſhe recovered. A young gentle- 
man then paſſing, was of infinite uſe in 
procuring the . reſtorative, His actions 
teſtified the utmoſt concern; but -I 
thoughr the man was dumb, for he ne- 
ver once opened his lips; and the mo- 
ment there was the leaſt appearance of 
the return af her ſenſes, away he ſcam- 
pered. When ſhe was better, ſne in- 
ſiſted I ſhould let her return home, as | 
ſhe 


. 
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the feared a ſecond attack. I was juſt 
going to acquieſce in her reſolution, 
when a thought ſtruck me, that there 
muſt have been ſome particular cauſe . 
for her ſudden indiſpoſition, as the in- 
ſtant before ſhe was rather chearful. I 
enjoined her to tell me; and what do 
you think it was? Why, Henry paſs'd ! 
and the unexpected ſight of him cauſed 
her to faint,—I wonder if ever I ſhall 
be fo far gone I fancy not, Harriet | 
ch | what think you? 


1 inſiſted ſhe ſhould take one turn 
more, that 1 might have a ſtare at the 
dear perfidious. She pointed him out 
to me. On my word he is an elegant 
Kgure—the fellow's handſome too. I 
„ could 


— 
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could not forbear exclaiming with Juliet, 
Ohl that deceit ſhould dwell in ſuch 
a gorgeous palace!“ The inſtant I ſaw 
him, I recollected, it was to him we 
| were obliged for the drops. He looked 
at Georgina then, with apparent confu- 
ſion, fixed his eyes on the ground. She 
was ſo much affected, that I thought it 
| beſt to leave the place immediately. I 
left her at home, and the poor girl is 
very ill to-day, I hear. I propoſe ſeeing 
her this evening. They are going to : 
poſt her off for Lifbon, but I think ſhe 
may as well ſtay where ſhe is, - while ſhe 


[| lives, as I do not imagine that time will 


be long. 


- 


| Sophia 
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Sophia frequently enquires after her 
favourite Harriet. The matrimonial 


chain ſits mighty eaſy upon her. She is 
exceedingly fond of her huſband, and 
he doats upon her. They have been 


married more than half a year, and no 
talk of a ſeparation yet. They are not 


at all tired of each other: a circumſtance 


no leſs ſingular than extraordinary, in 
this polite age. ee! is 


- 


Some viſitors are lately arrived from 


the North, and are to be with Sophia 2 
month or two. They are a new-mar- 


ried couple, and originals, I aſſure you. 


She has all the airs of a fine lady; 
* dreſs and behaviour, like the coun- 


G 3 try⸗ 


FA . 
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try dames in general, toute outri. She 
was poſſeſſed of about eight thouſand 
pounds, the charms of which induced 
the ſquire to marry her. Her perſon i is 
pleaſing enough, but ſhe is ſuch an un- 
happy lump of delicacy, that ſhe can't 
even bear the fatigue of a walk round 
f Vauxhall gardens. We ſupp'd there the 
other night, en famille, and really the noiſe 
and buſtle of the people, together with a 
lon 9 walk round the orcheſtra, ſo much 
affected her delicate frame, that ſhe was 
obliged to have recourſe to her ſmelling- 
bottle every alan, to prevent I 


| — 


Alon ng dt wi cara-ſpoſo, is a 
mighty man in his way too; but, un- 
luckily, is lo caught with the fine 
laſſes, 
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laſſes, that he ſometimes forgets his Dul- 
cinea at home, and ſtays out till two or 
three o'clock. - She, at his return, falls 
into, fits, and, Lord-a-mercy ! there i 18 
ſuch a piece of work |! 'I believe Sophy 
heartily wiſhes them in the country a- 
gain. The fair dame thought it ne- 
ceſſary to publiſh to the whole town her 
being a bride; and how do you think 
ſhe managed ? — Why, took places in a 
front-box at Foote's the day after her 
arrival, and made her appearance in 
white and ſilver, with a hoop. Sophia 
was obliged, from politeneſs, to attend 
her. She ſent to me to be of the party. 
I went with an intention to accompany 
them; but, when 1 ſaw the dreſſed· out 
puppet — It won't do,” ſays I. He, 
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too, was full dreſſed, and looked, for 

all the world, like *ſquire' Richard in 
the play. I cen left the tinſelbd toys 
to 80 without m 3 and, I:dafe fay, they 


| were more * at than the] 1 _ 
„ e * | 


— 


So, ſo, you have got another beau! 
Surely you mean to draw the whole 
town there. 
Lord Courtly is gone to Southamp- 
ton. I am inconſolable about it. Pray 
r t oP him by the wk 3 


Bee | Harrier PIO: this on ſon of 
Mars ſhould march off with Miſs Ray- 
mond, what a ſad — that would be! 


Mama, 
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Mama, I ſuppoſe, would be diſtracted 
for the loſs of her darling daughter. 


So, George is ſtruck thro” the heart, 
and Conſtantia too — - Oh ! E the "yy 
innocent! F et amm 


I have no patience with Sir Charles ; 
he muſt be an infenſible piece of ſtuff, 
or the fire of your eyes muſt, have cap- 
tivated him long ago. a the man 1's ; 


r 

5 1 am going to Georgina 

Adieu. , 
5 SAPHIRA Av. 


LETTER 


Hazzzr 1 to Groncma. 


1 ſhould certainly have acknowledged 


of circumſtances have intervened to 
prevent my doing ſo. 


I am ſorry to perceive from the tenor 
of your epiſtle, that you ſtill indulge 
that melancholy ſo fatal to your peace. 
Whatever I can ſay, to perſuade you 
to overcome it, will have no effect; ex- 

- perience has ney convinced me. of 
| that, 


-OUR ur, my dear au 
demanded my thanks much ſooner, 


the receipt of it before, but that a chain 
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that, therefore I will tire * with no 
more repetitions. 


I am forry- your health is ſo much 
impaired, as to oblige you to ſeek: that 
relief in a foreign climate, which your 
| own denies. I however hope, that the 
| ſcene being diverſified, will help to divert 
| your thoughts, and remove the object. 
from him who is the cauſe of your un- 
| happineſs. 


I am glad you like Saphira. Indeed 
ſhe is a worthy girl, notwithſtanding 
all her follies. 


We have got an addition to our par- | 
ty, a friend of my brother's. Your, 
couſin 


— 
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couſin is violently taken with him; 
and, entre- nous, if ſhe is not narrowly 
watched ſome conſequences may enſue, 
The Colonel omits no opportunity to in- 
| oratiate himſelf in her favour; but, I 
believe, he is influenced by interęſt, not 
alfection; for I am told his fortune, 

which was very conſiderable, is now | 
muck impaired. He appears to be 
quite the libertine, and ſuch a one can 
be capable of no ſerious. attachment, I- 


am ſure. 


Conſtantia is moſtly with me. George 
has made her an offer of his heart, and _ 
ſhe is not poſſeſſed of diſſimulation ſuf- 
bl ficient to diſguiſe her ſentiments ; her 
i every action ſpeaks her joy. 


I muſt 


= 
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T muſt: not omit giving you an ac- 
i count of an accident that befell me the 
other night. We were invited by Mrs. 

Arundel to a ball, at her houſe. The 
evening paſſed pleaſantly. Juſt after 

ſupper ſhe begged me to go with her 

to her bed-chamber, as ſhe had ſome- 
what to communicate which required 
my private ear. I readily aſſented, and 
wie had ſcarcely. entered the room when 
Capt. Shallow rapped at the door, but 
was refuſed admittance. He, however, 
by intreaty, prevailed on her to ſuffer 
him to come in. He began making 
ſome awkward apology for the intru- 
ſion, when Mrs. Arundel's ſervant came 
and wanted to ſpeak with. her: She 
went out of the room, I roſe inſtantly 
do 
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to follow her, when the impertinent 
the door, and fell upon his knees, 
ſwearing how much he adored me. I 
was ſhocked to the utmoſt extremity at 
his audacity, and inſiſted he ſhould let 

me go; which he poſitively refuſed. I 
endeavoured again to get to the door, 
when he caught me in his arms, and 
threw me on the bed. I gave a vio- 
ent ſhriek, ſo loud, indeed, that Sir 
Charles, who fortunately for me was 
in the garden, juſt under the window, 
heard my voice, and called to know the 
matter. J redoubled my cries on hear- 
inſtant burſt open the door. The Cap- 
tain drew his ſword, and with an oath, 
1 | ſaid, 


*% 
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ſaid, „he had no right to enter the 
« apartment, or meddle in what did 
© not concern him.“ Sir Charles was 
in a violent rage, but prudently fore- 
bore taking notice of the pretended 
bravery of Shallow, and ran to my 
aſſiſtance, for I was fainting. Mrs. 
Arundel ſeemed greatly concerned, and 
highly incenſed at the Captain, who 
had the impudence to ſwear, I was witk 
him by my own conſent. Sir Charles 
told him, he was an arrogant, lying 
villain, and was it not for degrading 
himſelf to too great a degree, he would 
cane him. * But depend upon it,” 
continued he, this glorious action 
“of yours ſhall be made public. 
Hogarth himſelf could not have drawn 
I 
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a figure to do juſtice to that of the 
wretch: the ridiculous appearance he 
made, no pencil can paint, no pen can 


_ — 2 
— * a 
— —— * 


I went home immediately, aceompa- 


nied by Sir Charles. My brother in- 
ſiſted upon fighting the Captain, and 
dragged him out by the collar; when 
this brave ſoldier refuſed to encounter 
him, and meanly ſubmitted to aſk his 
pardon for the inſult offered me. I 


have been, and ſtill am much indiſpoſ- 


ed, owing to my alarm. Sir Charles 
is with me daily, and by the moſt re- 


ſpectf ul aſſiduities, renders himſelf wor- 
thy my W You ſay I love 


him: you are ſuch an adept in that paſ- 


_ ſton 
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ſion that you can eaſily diſcover it in 
your friend, but can you wonder at it, 
expoſed as I am conſtantly to his merit? 
Yet, dear Georgina, ſhould I not be to 

blame to indulge this riſing affeQion ? 
I am indifferent to him, no doubt, nor 

can I cheriſh the daring hope that 1 
ſhall ever be: otherwiſe. Unlucky 85 
chance, to throw him in my way E e 
feel J muſt be wretched But I will 
chaſe theſe gloomy reflections. | Conſtan- 
tia enters, and deſires me to give her 
love to you. Adieu. Let me hear from 

you, and receive ſome account of your 
health. Nr 


_ Harriet DENHaM. , 


Mies |, © e 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Sarina to HaR RET. 


a. 


XTELL, my dear Harriet, this 
| + terrible - demi-rape (for accord- 
ing to your own account it was no more) 
has diverted me to the greateſt degree. 
Why this Captain Shallow, I find, has 
nothing but his red coat to render him 
in the leaſt formidable. Ha! ha! ha! 
1 cannot refrain from laughing, when 
I cortfider the ridiculous appearance this 
modern man of honour muſt have made 
when Sir Charles entered the room, 
who, for his conduct in the affair, is 
entitled to all your eſteem, and eſteem, 
A: between 
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between the ſexes is, you know, ſiſter to | 


Cleander was with me when Georgina 
brougbt me your letter to her. He 
gave the fellow a hearty curſe for his 
awkwardneſs, and ſwore, had he been 
in his place, Sir Charles ſhould have 
received you at ſecond-hand. Georgina 
looked very grave, and retorted the 
ſpeech rather too ſatirically ; however, 
as J do not love to enter into the diſ- 
putes of others, I left them; while © 
went to attend a ſummons from my mo- | 
ther, who had juſt received A lertbr from 
Mr. Harper. She gave it me to read, 
and I really was rude enough to ridicule 
it. She was angry; as my dear Har- 


riet, 
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riet, had you ſeen the formality with 
which it was endited, you could not 
blame me. He concluded with, < Dear 
% Madam, be aſfured I wilt perform 
with the greateſt exactitude the ne- 
| ceſſaries requiſite in a ſon-in-law.” 
My mother ſaid, ſhe thought herſelf 
| tt ta man of his good ſenſe 
ſhould ſolicit my hand, and .I deſire, 
added ſhe, that ycu will think ſeri - 
* ouſly. on the affair. It is high time 
you were taken from a parcel of but- 
« terſſies, who buz and buz about you, 
«< n notwithſtanding their ſeeming - 
inſignificancy, may leave a ſtain on 
your character. I expect. your an- 
I ſwer, Saphira, and hope it will | be: : 
* ſuch a one as 1 wiſh to receive. ta 


— 


8 


a 
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How unreaſonable ! to ſuppoſe I - 
would ſacrifice myſelf to ſuch an ani- 
mal as this Harper! He is neither 
agreeable in his perſon or manner. He 
may have virtues, perhaps, but I' am 
ſure they are not of a nature to inſpire 
affection. His ſoul is not formed for 
love, or capable of communicating 
He affects to ridicule the ſofter arts of 
pleaſing, and all the trembling affidui- | 
ties of a man of feeling. Rank and 
g refinement are ſo far from exciting, re- 
ſpect i in his mind, that he flies from 
them like a contagion ;- nay, he deſpiſes 
what any one elſe, that has the leaft 
taſte, would call politeneſs, and I veri- 
ly believe the creature could not diſtin- 
gutſh the moſt accompliſhed woman of 
WL B - Faſhion, | 
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faſ ion, from the untaught ruſtic who 
has never been within a hundred miles 


of London. 


Ves, yes, mama, I ſhall give you an 
anſwer, to be ſure; and if you are ci- 
vil enough to attempt foreing my incli- 
nations, Why —I ſhall know how to de- 
fend my natural liberty. This, you 
know, Harriet, is an age wherein li- 
berty flouriſhes, and, in order to prove 
| myſelf a true-born Briton, I am reſolv- 
ed to maintain mine: no dead · warrant 
from Doctor Commons ſhall e 
it, 


The valiant Captain, I e = 
now be obliged to quit the nn 
| is - 


— 


* 
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is but juſt, indeed, that he ſhould re- 
treat, for J think he advanced a little too 
far. I happened to mention him to 
Miſs Eſſex as a lover of yours, and ſhe 
told me her brother knew him. Being 
defirous of hearing his character, I 
made ſome enquiries. He told me, he 
was a may-game for all the officers, and 
that they were continyally playing him 
| ſome trick or other; among the reſt, 
when he was upon duty at the Horſe 
Guards, a ſet of them formed a ſcheme 
that could not fail of ſucceſs, ſince they 
dealt with one whoſe vanity far exceed 
ed his underſtanding. 


They wrote him a letter as from a 
lady poſſeſſed of a large fortune at her 
a” down 


—— —— — — — 


— 


j 
i 
i 


* 
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own diſpofat; the chief purport of tsch 
was, to make him an offer of her hand 


and heart, appointed an interview, and 


deſired an anſwer. The Captain, big 5 
with the thought of having made ſuch 


à deſirable conqueſt, and dying with 


curioſity to ſee the fair-one, whoſe heart 


| his charms had captivated, ſent one. 


The lady, however, was not punctual, 
but wrote an apology, and named ano- 

ther time. I. had forgot to tell you, | 
that they generally contrived to appoint ; 
that day for the meeting on which he 
was to be upon guard. This embarraſſ- 


ed him not a little, as he was continual- 


ly obliged to trouble ſome other officer 


to do his duty for him. A correſpon- 
dence continued for ſome time. The 
lady 
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lady repeatedly appointing interviews, 
and as often finding ſome plauſible pre- 
text for her ſeeming neglect. At laſt, 
he received a letter wherein ſhe told him, 
that, if he would be ready with a poſt- 
chaiſe ſuch a morning, naming the 
hour, he might be aſſured of her punc- 
tuality, and ſhe meant then to make 
him maſter of her perſon and fortune. 
The foo! fwallowed the bait. Again, un- 
fortunately, it was his turn to be upon 
duty, and again he had recourſe to his 
uſual ſtratagem, but without the accuſ- 
tomed ſucceſs. One had a prior en- 
gagement; another was ill; in ſhort, 
they all found ſome excuſe. Poor Shal- 
low was almoſt mad; he trotted back- 
wards and forwards the room at -the 
| H 3 mm 
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rate of fifteen miles an hour. This they 
enjoyed no doubt. At laſt he faid, he 
had buſineſs of ſuch an important na- 
ture to require his | attendance, that he 
would .go to the general officer, . and 


beg of him to excuſe his abſence. His 
agitation raiſed a ſpark of compaſſion 
in one whoſe breaſt was leſs. obdurate 
than the reſt, and he told him, he would 
ſupply his place. This conſoled the 
dupe: they, however, inſiſted that he 
mould breakfaſt with them, to which 
he agreed, as the time appointed was 
after that hour. The next morning 
they were all aſſembled, impatiently ex- 
pecting Captain Shallow; when behold, 
open flew the 1 amd! in he bounced, 


dooted 
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| booted—and dreſt for conqueſt. © See- 
ing ſomething againſt the wainſcot, his 
eyes were naturally drawn to it; but 
who can deſcribe his countenance, when 
upon a nearer view, he ſaw thoſe dear 
-Pathetic letters, which had coſt him ſo 
much time and pains to write, now paſt- 
ed round the wall for ridicule ! His eve- 
ry ſenſe was chilled with amazement z con- 
_ fuſion, and diſappointment were pictured 
on his countenance. A peal of laughter, 
from all preſent, rung the room. He, 
as one may ſuppoſe, was in a dreadful 
Tage to find himſelf the cauſe of it, and 
was for revenging the inſult with his 
ſword : they, however, ſoon pacified 
him on that ſcore; but his mortifica- 
H 4 : tion 
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| tion was ſo great, that for a long time 


— 


Let me hear from you ſoon. 


Saarn A Airy, 


he was aſhamed to appear in public. 


* 


LETTER 
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GEOROGIN A to HARRIET. 


ATN and pleaſure, though they 
ſpring from very different cauſes, 
have on me the ſame effect, and it is: 
ſome time before T can recover Gab: - 
either: your letter, my dear Hartiet, 
cauſed a. degree of both. I was happ 
to hear from you, but much concern 
ed at the account you ſent. Tour cha- 
rater of Shallow has confirmed! the- 
: opinion I before entertained. of him. 
His aud acity can be only equalled by 
thoſe who, like him, borrow their öl 
tions of woman from the ſeminaries of 
ä vice 


* „ 
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vice they moſt frequent. Their ideas, 


like the colour of their regimentals, are 
all alike. Our ſex in general (for they 


make no diſtinction) they view in the 

ſame light, as thoſe unhappy ones who 
have been trained to infamy by their 
baſe ſeducing arts. 


= called upon Saphira, and ſnewed 


| = your letter: Cleander came in, and, 


y to my deſire, ſhe read to him 


| tht: part of it, where the Captain is : 


mentioned. He expreſſed his ſenti- 


ments rather indelicately, and with a 
Joud laugh, ſwore he was an awkward 


| puppy. 


I remonſtrated, . that, what- 


ever his thoughts might be, it was ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve at leaſt ſome degree 
of 
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of decorum in delivering them; “ But,” 
added, I ſuppoſe, Sir, you have 
forgot the company you are in?“ 
We commenced an argument, Saphira 
left us, and as I found him in every 
reſpect a compoſition of vulgarity and 
| libertiniſm, I quitted the room, and 

left him to entertain himſelf in ſolilo- 


quy. 


I am alarmed for my couſin, and 
with ſome means could be thought on 
to ſave her from the rock on which 1 
fear ſhe will be wrecked y the Colonel 
will certainly take advantage of her 
weakneſs. As his fortune is fo much | 
impaired, hers will be a deſirable ac- 
quiſition. Indeed, 1 am ſorry for her. 
H 6 0 
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Sir Charles is ſo amiable, that it is 
impoſſible for any one to cenſure your 
affection for him. I ardently wiſh you 


may meet with a ſincere return, and 


may the fleeting hours of your life, be 
uninterrupted by thoſe painful ones that 
have clouded nine. To be unhappy, 
and to he made ſo by thoſe one loves, 
is a ſpecies of miſery not to be compre- 
hended, but by thoſe who have had the fad 
experience. Thoſe only then, can have 
2 juſt idea of what I have ſuffered, wha 
| have had the fatal cauſe for ſimilar ſen- 
ſations. They who have never felt 
the miſery of being betrayed by thoſs 
they loved, can have but a faint idea of 
the ſorrows: which I feel. In other miſ- 
- fortunes, ſome circumſtance or other 

will 


N 
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will afford a degree of conſolation: 8 3 
that we fly, and are relieved : but what = 


reſource remains to . her, who, having | 
fixed all her hopes of happineſs on one 
object, ſees herſelf at once neglected 
by, and deprived of him, and forced 
to accuſe with her tears the very hand 
ſhe would have choſen to wipe them off, 
had they flowed from any other cauſe? 


Saphira, no doubt, informed you 
what happened at Ranelagh, I will 
then ſpare my pen the unpleaſant taſk,, | 
and only tell you that I ſaw my ſtill 
dear, ſtill loved, Henry]! He ſaw. me 
too; his eyes met mine, and I drank 
yet deeper of the deluding poiſon. Oh, 
Harriet, what ſchemes of bliſs has 

wy my 
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my pleaſed imagination formed when I 


| thought myſelf ſecure in Henry s love! 
Preſent hap Pen is ever buſy to > ſug: 


geſt future. 


£ 
929 - we 


' - Miſtaken notion ! ſince permanant 


| happineſs will ever elude the graſp of 
| mortals. Love, that has been my 
{ . bane, ſtill hovers round my panting 


heart, and melts my ſoul: it is impoſ- 
fable that an affection like mine ſhould 


Lend bur with life. Time, which to 
| others is an alleviation to grief, but 
| adds to that which I endure. There 


is an aching void in my ſolitary breaſt 
that can never know a gleam of happi- 


| neſs more. Nay, do not chide me, 
1 Harriet, my own n ſerutinizing reflec- 


tions 
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tions ſufficiently point out my folly, 
and nothing, ſure, is ſo humiliating as 
that diſtreſs which reſults from our own 
indiſcretions. 


I feel my folly with the utmoſt keen- 
neſs, but have not fortitude to ſup- 
preſs it—I am more than ever wretch- | 
ed. To-morrow I am deſtined to leave 
this place, and with it all my ſoul holds 
dear. Oh, Harriet, I ſhall never ſee 
again the dear object of my moſt ten- 
der regard! Good heavens ! do I ſur- 
vive the thought ? 


I muſt lay down my pen, my. tears # 
will force their paſſ age. Flow on, ye 
. mournful 


L r — . 
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mournful icklers, 0 one . 


ſtill, your tributary rope belong to 


Ae WA 


n my FOR friend. When next 


1 write it wall be from Calais.. 


 Geokoina MELVILLE, 


LETTER 


„ 
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Hasler to Sarhn. | 


Ntolerable! Really, Saphira, I can 
A ſcarcely forgive it. What, make my 
letter a ſubje& of ridicule for your li- 
bertine companion? Could you find 
nothing elſe. to entertain him with ? And = 
could you fuffer his audacious remarks, | 
without checking ſuch impertinence 
with a reprimand ſufficiently ſevere, to 


prevent a repetition of it? Amazing! 


I wonder at your conduct. But I will 
not attempt to enter again on ſo worn 
out a ſubject time and reaſon will, cer- 
tainly, get the better of faults that pro- 
geed not from a bad heart, therefore I 
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am inclined to think your follies will 
ſubſide: ere long, I think you muſt 
view this improper acqu aintance in its 
true light. 


- Your mother's opinion and mine 


agree in thinking your ſituation at pre- 
ſent rather critical; but her infiſting on 
your receiving Mr. Harper's addreſſes 
is a circumſtance that gives me infinite 
pain; for you can certainly have no 
proſpect of felicity with one whoſe 
. diſpoſition ſo widely differs from your 


own: however, let me adviſe you to 
act prudentiy. Enforce your reaſons 


for not accepting his offer, with that 


good ſenſe you are miſtreſs of; be cau- 


| tious how you give pain to a parent; 


who 
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| * has ever been kind, affectionate, 


and indulgent; and conſider, it is her 


anxious care for your happineſs alone, 
that induces her to be thus preſſing. 


We have loft Capt. Shallow (if it can 
be called a loſs) and his place is ſup- 
plied by a gay young Nobleman, lately 
come from Southampton, and is to 
| ſtay a . week or ten days with Mrs. 
Arundel, who is a diſtant relation of 
his. Don't be alarmed, Saphira, when 
I tell you his name is—Lord Courtly. 
Tour 'pre/entiment was a juſt one; but, 
I aſſure you, no art was put in prac- 
tiſe to draw him hither, nor will any, 1 
fancy, be made uſe of to continue him . 
with us; at leaſt, T anfwer for my- 
ſelf; 
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ſelf: and though 1 it is very difficult, nay, . 
almoſt an impoſſibility, to do fo for an- 
other, yet, I think, I may venture to 
quiet your fears, if any ſhould 3 


relative to his being taken from you z 


| for the ladies hereabout ſeem ſo much 
| engaged, thateven Lord Courtly, decked 


as he is with every ornament requiſite 


/ wo make an accompliſhed fine gentle- 


man, paſſes unnoticed. This you will, 


perhaps, attribute to our want of taſte, 


tant mieux pour vous, ma chere; for, 
notwithſtanding your potent charms, it 


7 is not aapofhibie for another to ſup- | 
plant vou. Mankind, you know, are | 


ever prone to change and inconſtancy, 


Hs The | dear joy of novelty, is the darling 


1 of that gapricious ſex: every new face 
8 ö a ttracts 
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attracts with ſorge new charm, which is _ 
ſure to eraſe the impreſſion the laſt has 
made. It is my opinion, nay, I am 
fully. perſuaded, that any girl, who aims 
at ſupplanting another in the affections 
of any of our modern men of honour, 


8 8 provided me is at all agreeable, and 


Has penetration enough to dive 1 into his 
propenſity, may, in a ſhort time, by 
watching opportunities, render herſelf 
perfectly pleaſing to him, and at laſt, 
when his reſoblution nods, if ſhe pur- 


ſues the taſk, and conveys her diſcourſe FAY 


in the general accepted vehicle of flat- 
tery, beat down the guard the other 
kept on his heart, and become ſole 
miſtrefs of the field. They boaſt indeed 
of conſtancy; but, alas! they are ſo 

| changeable, 
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changeable, that haze reſolurion, . 
the ao . ſhakes with every wand. . 


- Georgina wrote to me laſt 3 By the 
tenor of her letter I perceive ſhe leaves 
England with great reluctance. I much, 
fear ſhe will return to it no more. What 
; pity ſo amiable a girl. ſhould fall ſuch a 
facrifice ! Surely, he deſerves a. ape 
rior fate. 


_ EE and Col. Liberal are 
become quite intimate. Sir Charles has 
perceived i it, and, in a mild, affectionate 
manner, enumerated to his ſiſter the 
many diſadvantages that may accrue 
from her ſeeming attachment to a man 
| who 1s by no means a proper acquaint- 

WER LN oh _ ance 


True EXPLANATION: 167 


| ance for her to make choice of. She 
paid no attention to his care for her, 
and that very evening was met by him 
in the garden, tkie à tte, with her lover. 
Sir Charles was hurt; however, he 
paſſed on without ſeeming to take notice 
of them, but immediately went to his 
mother, informed her of his fears, and, 
at the ſame time, entreated her to ex- 
ert her authority, and prevent any fu- 
ture ſecret interviews. Blinded by her 
extreme partiality for her daughter, ſne 
was offended at him for harbouring a” 
thought to her diſadvantage; and told 
him ſhe had ſuch an opinion of her diſ- 
cretion, that ſhe: was under no appre- 
henſions for her ſafety. He was ſilent 
1 but 


— > 


$ 
: i 
7 Ft 
þ $i 
| 
0 \ '' 
* i 
1 | 
1 
t it 
* 


— — 


— —— öÜ—AWqẽ— . ̃ ͤ˙FZRK—K— 2 LID — — - — 
a , * 
= 
/ . 
* , *+ 


168 Tur EXPLANATION. 


but 1 fear Lady Raymond v will repent 
when | it is too late. F 


Adieu, a ſummons from my aunt 


obliges me to take leave of 55 dear 


cio 


3» . 


— 


HARRIET DENHAM. 


4 
* * 
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LETTER XXI. 
GEORCINA to HARRIE T. 


Calais, 


0 3 8 I promiſed my dear Harriet to 
53 be very minute in my deſcriptions, - 
the will kindly excuſe my te upon 


trifles. 


oy I landed at this. place, after being 


toſſed about for fourteen hours. The 


motion of the veſſel was very diſagree- 


able to me, and not being ſufficiently 
ſtrong to ſupport the emotion it cauſed 
| within me, I fainted ſeveral times; how- 
ever, I am now a little recovered. This 


VVVVWlt | town 


| 
I 
1 
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town is very diſagreeable, ſmall and 
dirty: : it gives a foreigner a very bad 
idea of the cleanlineſs of the nation. 
Were I a legiſlator, it ſhould be my 
particular care to have all ſea-ports well 
built, well paved, and well lighted, If 
poſſible, I would likewiſe oblige the 
inhabitants to be very courteous, for 
the firſt impreſſion we receive is general- 
ly a great biaſs to our ideas ; 3 I there- 
fore can have no very favourable opi- 
nion of France. Some officers drank 
tea with us laſt night; they were very 
polite and gay, the general characteriſ- 
tick of this nation. As to their ſince- 
rity, not having had occaſion to try it, 
I have no reaſon to doubt it. To- mor- 
row we depart for Graveline, where we 
hall 


Tut . EXPLANATION. 271 


hall make no ſtay, but to ſee the con- 
vent of Clares, ſome Engliſh Ladies of 


my acquaintance wy : 525 : 


Adieu. Dear Harriet, do not expect - 
to hear of me ill I arrive at Bruſſels. 


GBOROINA MeLvitie, 


I 2 LET. 
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reren in. 
STiazrer to SAPHIRA.. 
NONGRATULATE me, dear 
Je 'Saphira, I am more than happy: 
no mortal, ſure, ever was decreed ſo 
bleſt. Sir Charles, that mirror of per- 
fection, loves me. He has made me an 
offer of his heart, unworthy as I am 


pdf ſuch an ineſtimable treaſure. Will 


not your ſympathiſing heart glow with 
rapture, and ſhare the joy 1 feel at be- 
ing. diſtinguiſhed | by the moſt. 195780 
of his ſex ? 1 


I was uncommonly dejected this morn- 
ing: neither books or pen could divert 
6 1 5 
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my g'oomy mind. I took my mando- 
line, went into the grove, and ſeated 
myſelf in the arbour; but mufick had 
loſt it's wonted charms. I: threw! it aſide, 
and with folded arms ſat abſorbed in 
thought, when the ruſtling of the leaves 
rouſed me from my reverie. I looked 
up, and was agreeably ſurpriſed with 
the ſight of him on whom, perhaps, 
my thoughts had been moſt employed. 
J ſtarted and roſe from my ſcat. My 
confuſion was apparent. He took my 
hand, and with a look more expreſſive 
than can be deſcribed, preſſed it to his 
boſom. A ſilence, far more eloquent 
than any words, took place for the 
fpace of near five minutes. He attempt. 
ed to ſpeak, but his extreme ſenſibility 
Th - checked 
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checked his utterance, nor could I ar- 
ticulate a found. At length he breathed, 
Lovely Harriet! may I preſume to 
. dope you will pardon this intruſion? 
55 Upon enquiry for you, your brother 
informed me, he had ſeen you paſs 
the parterre, and imagined you was 

here. Borne on the wings of love, I 
* gladly embraced the opportunity of 
7 meeting you alone, to pour out the 
< effuſions of my ſoul, and offer up, at 
© that lovely ſhrine, a heart that has 

* long ſince been captivated by your 
* tranſcendent beauty and merit. Tell 
me, amiable girl, may I hope I am 
not diſagreeable to you? Nay, why 
«that averted look? Speak, adorable | 
is * pronounce my doom: ſhould 
«© you 


* 
* 7 
5124 - 
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TY you reject me, I am for ever wretch- : 
ed. 
« I am fully ſenſible,” I replied, © of 
the honour you confer upon me, and 
value it as I ought. I eſteem. you 
4 ſincerely, Sir Charles, but cannot pre- 
4 ſume to flatter myſelf that I have me- 
e rit enough to inſpire that renderneſs 


. you n, 


1 « Do you then doubt my ſincerity?” 
faid he; © what proof ſhall 1 give you 
0 cf it? my merit has fixed me * 
for ever.“ 


Eaſily PE A what we wiſh, I 
credited what he uttered, and walked 
I 4 with 
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with him-neartwo hours in the garden, 
liſtening to the divine language that 


flowed-from his perſuaſive tongue, He 


is to dine with us, and as the time is 
near, I am obliged to lay down my 
pen. to dreſs, but could not forbear 


writing thus 4010 to inform n of rd 
e dee 8 Dec 


2 
: : . 1 

3 ? «Ft 9 a. 
- - k oh p * 


1. am this moment returned from Lady 


Es Raymond's. We are all in the utmoſt 


confuſion; N how. it will. terminate, Hea- 


ven knows: at preſent, I am ee 
beyond expreſſion. „ 


Agreeable to promiſe, Sir Charles 


came to . i his ſiſter excuſed herſelf 1 


r 
on account of a pain In her hi * We 


waited more than an hour for Colonet 
ti. SY 
| 9 Liberal, 


— 


- * 
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Liberal, ſent every where for him, but 


2282 r 2428 LA 3 r ie 
vVvithout ſucceſs, he was nbt to be found 
George ſeemed very uneaſy, and, in- 
deed, wWe were al farpriſed At his nal 


5 f, 
ſence: #1 3+ Fl , M4 fil ie 91 i 57; a® 1 
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n dinner we ordered the Rai 


Sir Charles, Conſtantia, my brother and 


ſelf, went to the cave, in order to drink 

We there met with your friend 
nach 1 burt we did not feeth+ much 
pleaſed at the rencontre, às he àpPEared 
to be engaged: with Sally, the girtivho! 
lives there. We fallied Himzi and he 
looked rather ſilly: he; however, Urahk 


tea, and then left us. We turned at 


paſt eight o'clock: no tidings ofthe: 
colonel, he was ſtill abſent, This. cauſed 
9 I: * various 


178. Tx Exrraxxriox, 


various conjectures. We, ſent to Mrs. 
undel, ſhe had not ſeen. him. Sir, 
Charles, and Conſtantia ſtaid ſupper, 


then went home. We remained in ſuſ- 
penſe. However, in leſs than half an 
- Hour Sir Charles returned, pale, and al- 


breathleſs. I was amazed; r 
— 4, could ſpeak, 


——_ 


« Oh, Harriet, my fiſter. is. Sone! 
a Where's your brother? He entered 


inſtant. „Come with mes dear 


| « aſſt we in Silieg.> fir, nba 1 1 
fear, is, irretrievably. ruined,” . He 
had time to ſay no more, but, preſling, 
my hand, bade me adieu, and entreated 
mei to go to his ache en flew, into 
; the chaiſe, My, brot 


* 


-” « PX — — vw — 
211 3 a 4 * 
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away they drove. I ran to my aunt, 
and told her as much as 1 knew. She 
agreed that I ſhould go to Lady Ray- 


mond. I found her almoſt diſtracted. 


I endeavoured to conſole her; but what 


conſolation could ſhe receive? — Her 
daughter was gone. I ſtrove. ta ſooth 
her grief, but knew not how to cure. it. 
I. deſired Conſtantia, to tell me what it 


all meant, though I too plainly gueſſed. 


It ſeems, Sir Charles aſked. his ſiſter to 
dine with him at our houſe, to which 


ſhe. agreed. Her mother was engaged 
to viſit! a lady in the neighbourhood; 


and, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, Miſs Ray 
mond ſent to beg her! brother , would; 
excuſe. her going with him, as; ſhe wWwas, 


4 wich a head- ach, which company 


11 LS: would 
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would moſt likely increaſe.” He readily: 
granted her requeſt, took Conſtantia, : 
and left his ſiſter at home. Soon after 
their departure, [the went "ifito Ih; gar 
den, one part of which adjoins to a 
meadow, that leads to à fafnahouſe. 


She told her maid, if ſne did not retueinn 


in half an hour, to tell Lady Raymond 
ſhe Was with Miſs Harriet. The Celo- 
gate; they traverſed the meadow, and 


in tlie farm · yard was a Chaiſe rendy to 


receive; them, into wllich theyl Rrried/ 
and drove away. She concealed her 
face, and being wrapt up, prevented -: 
the farmer from knowing her.” Wirh⸗ 
out "this precaution their flight would » 


uridoubfedly OE been prevented. Lady 


be, 9 Raymond 
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Raymond returned” early in the even- 
ing; and ſuppoſin g Miſs Raymond to be. 
with-hev! brother; remained quite aaſx. 
When they! returned the was going to 
bed: Sir Chatles aſced how his ſiſter) 
did! the - ſervants werd amazed,” imagi-: 
ning ſhewas with him. Afſtoniſhed, and, 
not knowing what to think, he enquir d 
for his mother, ran to her, and ten- 
bling, aſſted for his- fiſter. She replied, | 
« Is ſhe not with you?” His: anſwer: : 
| was in the negative, and immediately 
4 ſaid, She is certainly gone off with that 
. villain Liberal. P11 purſue them in- 
4 ſtantly, a8 tlie nid ſaid ſhe went 
5 « down the garden.” They went to 
the farmer's, to know if any one had 


ber a WT and gentleman, and received 
IJ 4 1 2 "A | 3 1 the 


P 


1 

; 

j/ 

Ii 
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the above intelligence. Sir : Charles 


the road fo Scotland, as it is! ſuppoſed. 
they took that route. I wiſh, they may 
overtake them time enough to prevent a 


marriage; but I almaſt doubt it, as they 
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Adieu. Let e . vou. III. 
let you know haw this. affair ends as ſoon. 
as am able. EY HOT (4347 ert ITT 21 13 
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Sir Cnanurs to 1555 Raruenb. 5 


Madam, 5 | 

Should certainly a wrote to. you 
before, but waited, to be able to give 
you ſome account of my ſiſter. I wiſh it 
could bei a ſatisfactory one; as I am but 
too certain, that what am about to 
relate will augment the uneaſineſs you al- 
ready ſuffer. Upon enquiry at the firſt; 
ſtage, I was informed that a chaiſe, with a 
lady and gentleman in it, anſwering 
my deſcription, had ſtopt to change 
horſes, but that neither of them had got 
out of it. This ſame. account I re- 
ceived at every place, till we arrived at 
Alnwick. It was about five. o'clock: in 
10 | the 


— 
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the morning. 1 enquired. as I. had done 


before, and the oſtler faid there was a 
chaiſe came in Cor pet 11 0f clock, and- 


the people who were in in it ſtayed to ſleep 


there, but he did not know any more. 
Fthen aſked for the maſter of the inn 3 


che fellow ſaid he was in bedz and he did 
not car to awake him: I however, 


prevailed on him to overcome his ſcru- 


pies,” and, at laſt, the miaſter appeared. 


Alter making an ap6togy; for dilturb- 
ing him, I beeged-he would inform me 
whinher ort net Were was u lady And 
gentleman in bis heuſe who anſwered: 
ſuch deſeriptions? Tie. replied in the 


15 aſſrmative; and added, that they came! 
laſt night, and had ordered a chaiſe to 


be ready by ſix in tlie morning. 1584 
extreme agitation almoſt deprived me 


_ 5 | of 


4 
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of my ſenſes. My friend” adviſed. me 


to act cautiouſly.” I deſired to be 
conducted to the room where they 
were; and when we got to the door, 
the landlord ſpoke, and ſaid the chaiſe 


Was rs The Colonel ordered coffee 
to be be brought: inſtantiy. Upon hear- 
ing his voice, I could no longer contain 
myſelf, but, in a peremptory tone, in- 
ſiſted that he ſnould open the door. 
Charlotte ſcreamed at hearing me, and 


he refuſed to comply with my com- 


mand. We, however, forced the lock, 
and, judge of my ſenſations, Madam, 
by- thoſe Jour muſt feel.—I ſaw my ſiſter 
juſt riſing; and half drefſed, wik ebn- 
ſeious guilt painted on her countenance. 
The Colonel flew. AE me: his coward 
foul 


| 
9 
"Y 
| 
} 


| 
| 
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| 
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ſoul ſhrunk at ſight of him he had 0 
deeply injured. George caught him by 
the collar to ſtop him, when he ſwore he 
had not been in the room with Miſs Ray- 
mond, whoſe ſituation he ſeemed not at 
all concerned about, but wholly buſied in 
ſtriving to get away, -and repeatedly. 
called aloud for a poſt-chaiſe. I, how- 
ever, told him he ſhould remain there 
uu I had · received due fatisfaction for 
arm to mine, or marry my fiſter im- 
mediately. He conſented to the latter. 
1 found it was reduced to this alter- 

native, as the ſituation in which we 

diſcovered. them, plainly. . 00 

ee vo e cloſe 
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cloſe an intimacy bewixt them. We 
are now on the road home. 


_—_ 


1 am, Madam, 


With the utmoſt reſpect, 
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GEOROINA to HARRIET. 


„ res £ 


R woici & Bruxells ; but, though I 


have changed my climate, nothing 
can change my ſentiments : not all the 


Joys of novelty, ſo dearly ſought for, 
can baniſh from my mind” my lovely 


Henry. However, as it would be ri- 
diculous to entertain you now with my 
troubleſome paſſion, I ſhall not mention 


CY * __ - * 
p 5 * 4 4 1 * 5 þ 3 n $ 
66 K > + 4 


I told you in my laſt that I propoſed 


paying a viſit to the convent of Clares. i 
8 5 I did 


— 
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I did ſo, and found them as happy as 
we ſuppoſe them miſerable. - My mo- 
ther and I were admitted within the 
incloſure. Neatneſs and ſimplicity a- 
dorn the houſe. Each nun has a ſepa- 
rate cell, a quiet retirement from the 
noiſe and hurry of an unmeaning world. 
Sure, this is an agreeable life! I am 
perſuaded at leaſt to think ſo. Con- 
tent was delineated on their features, 
each ſtrove who ſhould moſt oblige us. 
1 was really in love with them, and if 
I recover propoſe reſiding there. From 
thence 'we proceeded to Dunkirk, in a 
miſerable vehicle, commonly called a 
chaiſe, but more jolting than a ſtage- 
waggon in England. The road- is, I 
ba the worlt in Europe: ; the ſoil a 
; „„ compoſition 


—— 
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| epson of ſandy clay. I was ob- 
| liged to walk a great part of the way, 
net being able to endure the carriage. 
At length, we arrived at Dunkirk, -a 
very pretty town. We put up at the 
Chapeau-rouge, a very good houſe; the 
ſo much talked of baſon is really cu- 
rious. A bridge that parts it from the 
| haven, by being drawn, lets in a ſuf- 


_ Keient quantity of water to receive a 


ſmip of the heavieſt burthen. The ſtore- 
_ houſes are cloſe to it, ſo that in leſs 
than two hours, the bridge may be 
drawn, the water riſe, the ſhip enter, 
receive its neceſſary requiſites, and be 
again at ſea. I think it were a pity 
ſo much ingenuity ſhould be rendered 
_ uſeleſs. The haven: is now filling ac- 
| cording 


* 


4 
ts > — 
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though I am no adept ingtheſe matters, 
yet, I think, it would require but little 


trouble to reimbank it. From Dun- 


kirk we went to Furnes, a little town, 


in a barque drawn by horſes. I did not 


like my journey in the leaſt ; but a gen- 
tleman told me, that, from Bruges to 


Ghent I ſhould find it very agreeable. 


This alleviated my diſtreſs a little. We 
landed at Furnes, where our trunks 


were hoiſted into a wheelbarrow, and 


the carrier in great pomp followed af- 
ter us through' the town, when we got 
into another barque, not much better 
than the former. The company divert- 
ed me much. It conſiſted of an old 
gentleman, his wife, their daughter, her 


huſband, 
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huſband, and a maid. + It Was eleven 
' o'clock, and ve had hardly been ſeat- 
ed ten minutes in the cabin, when the 
maid laid a cloth, and put a loaf, and 
ſome cheeſe upon it. My mother 
and I ſtared at each other, but we 
might have ſpared our eye- ſight for 
what followed. Would you believe it, 
Harriet, they ate, I do aſſure you, as 
much bread as one of our common 
| loaves weigh, with at leaſt fix pounds 
| of cheeſe. It Was impoſſible for my 
mother to refrain from laughing; and 
it was with difficulty I maintained my 
1 compoſure. However, we were ſoon 
freed from our devouring aſſociates by 
our arrival at Bruges. We put up at 
A; very: good inn, and my mother: ſent 


fda her 
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her compliments to ſome ladies at the 
convent of Prince-neuf, by whom we 
were very politely received, and ſtaid 
there two days. The place is very diſ- 
agreeable: the reaſon of the town be- 
ing ſo called is, from a river that runs 
through it, over which is built ninety- 
nine bridges; I refer you to our guide 
for the truth of this aſſertion. After 
taking a polite leave of the nuns, we 
departed for Ghent, on board the 
barque. I never; was more agreeably 
entertained. It is a cuſtom here for 
people of faſhion to go from Bruges 
to Ghent by water for pleaſure. The 
river is delightful, from each ſide of 
which you have an. extenſive view in- 

A to 
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to the country, but which is rather far. 
We had very good company on board. 
At table were ſerved three courſes, ſe- 
ven in each, and moſt elegantly dreſſed. 
At ſeven we arrived at Ghent, and ſet 
up at St. Sebaſtian's, a houſe which has 
more the appearance of a palace than 
an inn. The town is very large, but 
very dull; half of it is uninhabited. 
Charles the fifth ſaid a very good thing 
when he conquered it: upon viewing 
it he ſmartly ſaid, © Je mettrais Paris 
dans mon gand,” But we muſt ſup- 
- poſe Paris to have been very much en- 
larged ſince then. We ſtaid all night, 
and then departed in our carriage to 
| Brufſels;, And now, I am ſure, if my 
dear 
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dear Harriet is as much fatigued at her 
arrival there, as I was, ſhe will require 
ſome reſt, 


&S 


: # . 


Adieu, then, for the preſent, 


Georcina MrVIILE. 
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SAPHIRA to Harrier. 


ELL, Harriet, Arun-Vale is cer- 

tainly the ſeat of empire. Why 
girl, you have had more real adventures 
in one month there, than we have had 
of imaginary, at half the tea- tables in 
London. 

So, Colonel Liberal has marched off 
with Miſs Raymond? ? I am very glad 
of: it; ſo ought you, for it will fur- 
niſh matter of converſation amongſt the 
ruſticks. Methinks I ſee the country 
miſſes toſs their pretty heads, and lift- 
ing up their eyes, exclaim at her im- 


prudence, 


. 
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prudence, at the ſame time ready to 
burſt with rage, that ſuch a pretty fel- | 
low ſhould have eluded” their graſp. 
Cleander proteſts ſhe is a girl of ſpirit 3 
and as for the Colonel, he Fears he 


e to be ee with laurel.” bib gata 


. * 
+. + 
% 


Really! i. is it penis Why ſurely 
miracles will never ceaſe. Sir Charles 
has then, at laſt, ventured to declare 
his paſſion! I dare affirm, he thought 
it a mighty condeſcenſion. Well, 
much good may do you” with ſuch 
a preciſe mortal. 1 hate fo much 
fuls and parade: fo ſentimental, and 
afraid to ſpeak ! I- admire a man who 
thinks freely, ſpeaks boldly, and loves 
K 3 © © violently. 
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violently. I ſhould have no patience 
with one ſo inſipidly moderate as your 
ems! baronet. | 


0, Harriet, 1am poi beyond 
mink ure with that creeping, diſagreea- 
ble lump of earth, that my mother has 
- prudently fixed upon to take me for 
better for worſe. But I will forbear 
| this-. hateful ſubject, to enter on one 
More ee 


| 1 have * a new conqueſt, girl; 
and a deſirable one too. Now, 


2, 


Harriet, you muſt not frown; the fel 


Jow! s no coxcomb, + he does not be- 


3 » ® 


Jong to the Macaroni tribe, I aſſure 


| you. | 0e « But how came you acquainted 
| « with 


* * 
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* wich him, Saphira 1 1 ſuppoſe you will 
aſk that queſtion. | Patience, child, and 
I will tell you. At the requeſt of So- 
| phia, J made one in a party for Rich- 
mond. The men attended on horſe- 


backe a trio of females in the carriage, 
Miſs Eſſex, Sophy, and myſelf. Stu- 


pid enough. I was quite melancholy, 
till Dame Fortune (with whom I cer- 
tainly am a wonderful favourite, if ap- 
-pearances are not fallacious) commi-- 


ſetated my deplorable fituation, and ſent 


a killing ſon of—No, no, my dear, not 


vs 


Mars, Neptune is his fire, He was rid-- 


ing, and on ſeeing my ſiſter, came up 
to the coach. After the uſual frivolous: 
compliments, he expreſſed ſome amaze- 
ment at ſeeing her without my brother. 

. K-4 She. 
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She told him the gentlemen were gone 
| on, and aſked him to follow them. He 
| readily, agreed to join the party, but 
would be introduced by the ladies, and 
if, agreeable would give his horſe to 

the ſervant, and take a corner in the 
coach. N. conſented. to the -propoſal. i 
The conxerſation was at firſt engroſf 
ed by the three, but, as I hate to be 
long ſilent, I ſoon made one in it, and 
as ſoon engaged his whole attention. 
Surely, there is wonderful magick in the 
ſound of my voice] or does the charm 
lay in my perſon? I do not know. how 
it is, but really there is a Je ne ſpat quoi 
hangs about me, ths the; male. N 
tures cannot „„ coerce egiton 


Our 
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Our chat was lively and ſpirited: I 
found him ſenſible, chearful, and pleaſ- 
ing — and ſuch a pair of eyes, Har- 
riet — Poſitively, far ſuperior to Gar- 
_ rick*'s—Excepting this mn they 


1% 


are nnn each other. nein n 
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1 T hire; 2 now; ow hvei en exact de- 
ſer ription in a word—You know I love 
to be ſuccinct. | | 


At laſt we arrived at our deſtined 
place. The reſt of our company met 
us, and we paſſed the day merrily. The 
agreeable (to me) ſtranger found an op- 
portunity to tell me of the conqueſt 
my charms had wrought. It ſeems he 
Was ſomewhat ſtruck at my appear- 
. ance 
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anee at firſt Gght, but when I ſpoke ! 


my language was fo delighting, that— 
in ſhort I believe it went through his 
heart like a cannon- ball, for the wound 
ſeems mortal, for it is now more than 


a month, and he grows worſe and 
worſe. Sophia is a warm advocate for 
him. Indeed, to ſay the truth, I think 


him — tolerable, but there is no bear- 
his fantaſtic humour, he is quite a mo- 


nopoliſt, would. have my whole atten- 


tion fixed folely on him. No favour 


that I could confer on bim/eff, but he 


would inſtantly applaud ; and if I on- 


| ly beſtow a ſmile on any other pretty 
fellow, he conſiders it as the height of 
imprudence. How unreaſonable ! to 


deny 
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deny one a little flirtation! O! I can 
never ſubmit to ſuch terms. Then he 
doubts every thing I utter. His man- 
ner of expreſſion excites my laughter, 
and that confirms his unjuſt ſuſpicions. 
He proteſts he loves me with the moſt 
ſincere affection, and I am inclined at 
the inſtant to believe him; but, upon 
reflection, it appears highly improbable, 
for I apprehend that, in the object one 
loves, one muſt place an implicit confi- 
dence. If this argument is allowed of, 
Capt. Bellmour certainly does not love 
me; yet, when I conſider his goodneſs. 
of heart, and the candour which in- 
fluences his every action, I am inclined 
to believe he is incapable of inſincerity. 
My 
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My vanity it is, perhaps, that prompts 
theſe ideas -I cannot . tell but thus it is ; 
I affure him of my eſteem (I think that 
is a great conceſſion) he credits the aſ- 
ſurance for a moment, when perhaps 1 
' ſmile on, or ſpeak-to another : then he 
raves, and ' complains , of my volatile 
heart, the cloud of ſuſpicion reaſ- 
ſumes its place, and falſe ſurmiſes fol- 
low. Thus we go on eternally jang- 
0 ing. Fine diverſion for ne. One mo- 
q ment he ſwears he will not be made mi- 
ſerable, nor ſhall any woman on earth 
q make him her fool, therefore he reſolves 
to ſee me no more: the next, his reſo- 
| lution falters, he confeſſes my power, and - 
ke Don. Eelix in the play, finds. he 
. 1 cannot 
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cannot break the chain ſo eafily. S0 
much for my new lover. As for Lord 
Courtly, I have ſtruck him off my 
liſt : I ſuppoſe he will next immortalize 


his fame with ſome heroick action in 
the country. 


Pray write to me ſoon, and tell 


me all about the two run aways. 
Adieu! . 


I charge you, Harriet (I had almoſt 
Forgot the .important requeſt) let me 
'be preſent when the indiſſoluble knot is 
tied, I mean when Sir Charles and you 
are ſhackled. I ſhall not mind the 
trouble of a country jaunt to ſee how 
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you 
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